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Retired  church  planter  grows 
another  at  Crescent  Valley 


CRESCENT  VALLEY,  Nev.  -  The 
brick  was  wedge-shaped  with  a  name 
carved  in  the  middle. 

“You  see  that?”  asked  Ed  Farr.  “A 
hundred  years  ago,  we  had  40,000 
Chinese  working  in  the  gold  mines  of 
Crescent  Valley.  When  the  work  slow¬ 
ed,  they  made  brick.  T.  S.  Carr  made 
this  one,  and  I’m  changing  it  to  Ed 
Farr  and  planting  it  in  front  of  my 
mobile  home.” 

Farr,  80,  is  a  Mission  Service  Corps 
volunteer  from  Meridian,  Miss.  He 
organized  ten  churches,  retired  as  the 
only  white  teacher  in  an  all-black  high 
school  and  was  the  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Kemper  County,  Miss.  , 


By  Clay  Renick 

Now  he’s  the  pastor  of  the  Crescent 
Valley  Baptist  Church.  Members 
meet  in  an  old  railroad  section  house, 
in  an  uninciM^wrated  town  of  300,  with 
one  grocery  store  and  branch  post  of¬ 
fice,  two  taverns,  60  miles  southeast 
of  Elko. 

“We  couldn’t  even  find  Crescent 
Valley  on  the  map  until  we  stopped  at 
Salt  Flat  and  saw  it  on  the  bulletin 
board,”  recalled  Farr. 

He  walks  erect,  almost  bowlegged. 
At  first  meeting  he  ran  out  of  his 
mobile  home  and  shouted:  “Put  ’er 
there  brother!  Common  shake!  Give 
me  all  you  got  ’cause  I’m  coming 
back  at  you.  Hal  What’d  you  think  of 


that?  Not  bad  for  an  old  man.  You 
probably  thought  I  was  a  push-over.” 

He  was  bom  in  January  1904  as  the 
third  son  of  a  broom  salesman,  and 
was  delivered  by  his  father. 

“There  wasn’t  time  to  saddle  a 
horse  or  get  a  doctor,”  his  father  told 
him  later.  “You  just  popped  out.  No 
labor,  or  pain  or  wait.  You  were 
ready.” 

In  December  of  the  same  year, 
Farr  developed  bronchial  pneumonia 
in  both  lungs. 

“That  was  a  time  when  folks  didn’t 
have  the  drugs  to  treat  it,”  Farr  ex¬ 
plained.  “Most  babies  with  double 
pneumonia  died.” 

The  sickness  progressed.  A  doctor 
was  summoned  and  sat  beside  the 
cradle  as  Farr’s  breathing  slowed, 
then  stopped. 

“This  iMby’s  dead,”  said  the  doc¬ 
tor.  He  stood  up  and  walked  out  to  the 
buggy,  then  took  the  money  handed 
to  him.  “I’ll  sokI  for  the  undertaker,” 
he  told  the  father. 

Meanwhile,  Farr’s  mother  was 
back  in  the  room,  and  lifted  the  baby 
toward  the  ceiling. 

‘Oh,  Lord,”  she  cried  .  “I  dedicate 
this  baby  to  you  for  missions.  Please 
bring  him  back  and  use  him.” 

He  lived. 

And  he  did  go  into  missions.  He 
went  on  to  plant  ten  churches  up  the 
Mississippi  delta,  many  under  brush 
arbor  lean-to’s  that  developed  into 
strong  outreaches  with  their  own  mis¬ 
sions.  From  1941  to  1947  he  only 
preached  in  churches  that  he  had 
organized. 

Farr’s  mother  never  told  him  about 
his  infant  near-death  experience  un¬ 
til  he  was  45,  a  granddad  himself,  and 
due  to  finish  seminary  the  next  year. 
Scarred  bronchuft  tubes  nudie  his 
voice  sound  coarse  and  dry. 

In  1961  Farr  joined  the  Minion  Ser¬ 
vice  Corps,  a  Southern  Baptist 
volunteer  program  where  people  rais¬ 
ed  their  own  support  for  one  or  two 
years  of  service  in  the  field.  Farr  and 
his  wife,  Mary,  spent  14  mon^  at  the 
First  Southern  Baptist  Cluirch  of 
Pearl  Harbor,  and  now  work  without 
a  salary  at  Crescent  Valley. 

“People  don’t  realize  that  if  you  just 
let  God  meet  your  needs,  you’ll  never 
want.  FoBu  think  they  got  to  help  Him 
out.  He  don’t  need  your  help.” 

When  Farr  arrived  at  the  church  in 
August  1963,  the  associational  mis¬ 
sionary,  Tom  Bacon,  told  him  the 


!l  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Pounders  brought  their  daughter,  Rebecca,  to  Jackson 
?  last  week  when  they  attended  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  Hera  they  have 
just  picked  her  up  from  the  cNId  care  center  provided  during  the  seaeioos.  bundl¬ 
ed  her  into  her  coat  and  hat.  aixl  stopped  to  talk  with  friends  in  front  of  the  chapel 
of  Rrst  Baptist  Church.  Pounders  is  pastor  at  Jumpertown  in  Prentiss  County. 


Ed  Farr,  a  Mission  Service  Corps  pastor  at  Crescent  Valley  Baptist  Church  in  Cres¬ 
cent  Valley,  Nev.,  shares  about  Jesus  Christ  with  a  young  man  during  a  break  at 
Vacation  Bible  School.  , 


church  had  trouble  holding  services 
in  winter  because  the  heater  didn’t 
work. 

“He  told  me  to  go  out  and  buy 
another  heater,”  said  Farr.  “But  we 
didn’t  have  any  money.  So  I  took  it 
before  the  Lord,  then  called  a  rejjair- 
man  out  of  Elko. 

“He  was  an  Indian  man,”  continued 
Farr,  “and  said  there  was  no  way  to 
fix  the  heater.  It  had  bra^  parts  and 
was  given  to  the  church  25  years  ago. 

“I  prayed.  ‘Oh  Lord  .  .  .  please 
don’t  let  that  man  go  without  that 
heater  burning.’ 

“He  worked  for  a  while,  then  said 
he  was  hungry  and  went  out  to  the 
truck  for  a  sandwich.  I  went  in  the 
house.  Later  he  finished  and  said  it 
was  running.  I  paid  him  and  he  left. 

“Now  I  got  to  thinking,  ‘What  did 
that  man  do  to  fix  it?’  Several  months 
later  I  was  in  Elko  and  stopped  by  the 
gas  company.  In  front  of  the  manager 
and  office  staff  I  asked  the  man,  ‘Just 
what  did  you  do  to  Hx  that  heater?’  He 
said,  ‘I  don’t  know.  I  honestly  don’t 
know.’  ” 


Fire  is  a  major  [iroblem  in  Crescent 
Valley,  especially  in  summer  when 
lightning  strikes  the  ground  igniting 
the  grass.  Farr  recently  mowed  the 
two-and-a-half  acre  lot  around  the 
Crescent  Valley  Baptist  Church,  an 
area  he  said,  “hasn’t  been  mowed 
since  God  made  this  earth.” 

“I’m  fighting  the  fire  ahead  of  the 
fire,”  he  explained.  “If  lightning  hit 
in  this  area  it  would  bum  the  church 
down,  an  old  shack,  covered  in  metal 
siding,  with  a  brown  cross  painted  on 
the  side. 

“In  my  dreams  I  can  see  a  lovely 
church  out  there,”  he  said,  pointing 
towards  the  opening  desert,  sprinkl¬ 
ed  with  mobile  homes  and  chicken 
coops,  “where  a  preacher  who  was 
called  would  feel  that  he  was  coming 
somewhere,  with  people  already 
working  to  advance  the  kingdom. 

“You  know  people  perish  when  they 
don’t  have  a  vision  .  .  .” 

Clay  Renick,  MSC  Communication 
Team,  writes  for  the  Home  Mission 
Board. 


What’s  Inside 

Editorial,  Page  2 

Convention  of  inspiration 

Faces  and  Places,  Page  9 

What  is  Thanksgiving? 

Convention  resolutions.  Page  15 
Convention  sermon.  Page  6 

The  triumph  of  the  cross 

Convention  wrap-up.  Page  3 


PAGE  2  BAPTIST  RECORD 


T1i«r»d«y,  November  ZZ,  IW4 


Convention  of  inspiration 


A  consensus  began  to  take  shape 
concmiing  the  Mississippi  Baptot 
Conveniton  last  week,  even  before  the 
session  was  completed  at  noon  on 
Wednesday.  The  common  thought 
was  formed  around  two  concepts— 
one  was  that  it  was  a  good  convention, 
and  that  thought  was  wrapped  around 
a  number  of  considerations  —  and  the 
other  was  that  President  Charles 
Pickering  did  an  extraordinarily  fine 
job  as  presiding  officer.  This,  too,  was 
the  Induct  of  several  considierations. 

A  part  of  the  concept  of  the  good 
convention  was  the  fact  that  the 
speakers  were  outstanding.  From 
beginning  to  end,  there  could  not  have 
been,  a  better  group  of  speakers  to 
provide  spiritual  fo<^  for  Mississippi 
Baptists. 

pS^m  the  first  Bible  Treasure 
speaker  for  the  opening  session,  who 
was  D.  L.  Lowrie,  until  the  fmal 
speaker  at  noon  Wednesday,  who  was 
Winfred  Moore,  the  speakers  were  all 
as  good  as  could  have  been  found  for 


arkana,  Ark.  The  two  had  a  brief  re¬ 
union  during  the  convention  last 
week.  While  I  was  not  present  for  the 
occasion,  it  has  occui^  to  me  that 
such  a  reunion  between  two  saints  of 
GodvSnd  soldiers  of  the  cross,  the 
older  who  has  forged  his  mark 
and  the  younger  one  who  is  still  mak¬ 
ing  Kingdom  history  and  with  a  part 
of  their  ministries  having  been  ac¬ 
complished  in  the  same  area,  must 
have  some  special  significance  in 
Heaven. 

Both  Lowrie  and  Moore  are  West 
Texas  pastors.  And,  of  course,  though 
West  Texas  is  a  vast  place,  it  has 
more  than  ordinary  interest  to  me; 
for  that  is  where  I  grew  up.  Moore  is 
pastor  (rf  First  Church,  Amarillo, 
which  has  been  fw  almost  the  entire¬ 
ty  of  his  pastorate  one  of  the  most 
missions-minded  churches  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  He  has 
been  there  about  2S  years.  His  con¬ 
cluding  sermon  was  a  masterful 
presentation  though  it  was  a  simple 


live  at  Pass  Christian,  and  he  divid¬ 
ed  the  Bible  Treasure  features  with 
Lowrie.  As  is  ■  always  the  case, 
Cothen’s  messages  were  lively  and 
well  accepted.  He  is  a  scintillating 
speaker.  He  is  one  of  several  Southern 
Baptist  giants  hwo  have  recently 
moved  to  Mississippi’s  Gulf  Coast  to 
make  their  homes.  The  Baptist 
Record  recently  featured  two— 
Penrose  St.  Amant  and  Prank  Stagg. 

The  other  forma-  Mississippian  is 
Frank  Pollard,  who  returned  to  his 
former  pulpit  at  First  Church, 
Jackson,  to  tell  of  the  work  at  Golden 
Gate  Seminary,  where  he  is  presi¬ 
dent.  The  presentation  of  that  master 
communicator  made  cme  realize  why 
he  had  been  chosen  as  president  of 
that  institution. 

Two  more  out-of-state  speakers 
came  to  do  a  job  for  us  and  did  it  well. 
T.  T.  Crabtree,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Springfield,  Mo.,  and  na¬ 
tional  chairman  for  Planned  Growth 
in  Giving,  was  a  major  program  per- 


annual  sermon  by  Gene  Henderson,  considered  but  always  with 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Greenville,  reasonableness  by  all  who  chose  to 


were  highly  appreciated  and  will  be  speak.  And  President  Pickering  made 


any  occasion  for  any  reason.  statement.  Throughout  the  conven-  sonality  during  the  convention,  as  {Minted  in  the  Baptist  Record.  sure  that  all  who  wanted  to  s()eak 


Lowrie,  the  (Mtstor  of  First  Church, 
Lubbock,  has  been  a^friend  Qf.msiny 
years  standing  from  our  assoc^tions 
in  Texas;  but  be  was  somewfiat  of  a 
suiprise  to  many  Mississip(>kna.  He 
is  one  who  has  never  given  bought  io 
achieving  any  fame  but  rather  has 
been  determined  to  seek  to  fill  the 
Lord’s  expectations  wherever  he  was 
placed.  He  has  done  that  very  well 
and  now  is  {>astor  of  one  the  top  few 
churches  in  Texas  and  the  nation.  He 
sees  his  role,  however,  as  being  the 
[Mistor  of  that  church  and  has  little  in¬ 
terest  in  being  known  abroad.  Yet  his 
messages  were  (wwerful  and  pointed. 

During  the  course  of  his  ministry  he 
was  pastor  of  First  Church,  Tex¬ 
arkana,  Texas,  while  my  father,  now 
82,  was  director  of  missions  in  Tex¬ 


tion  the  messages  were  on  financial 
stewardship  as  derived  from  the 
theme,  ‘Tell  the  World  through  Giv¬ 
ing.” 

Moore,  of  course,  was  once  pastor 
of  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo.  And 
Lowrie  married  a  Mississippi  girl. 

Two  former  Mississii^ians  return¬ 
ed  to  the  state  to  fill  significant  spots 
for  messa'ges  on  the  pn^am.  One, 
Grady  Cothen,  is  a  native  son  who 
retired  this  year  from  one  Southern 
Baptists’  most  prestigious  and 
demanding  {xsitions  as  president  of 
the  Sunday  School  Board.  He  has  also 
been  seminary  president,  college 
president,  and  state  executive 
secretary  during  his  ministry  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  serving  in  several 
(>astorates.  He  has  returned  home  to 


would  be  indicated  by  his  (xisition  and 
the  theme  of  the  meeting.  Crabtree 
has  come  to  the  |x>int  that  he  lives 
missions  giving  and  is  able  to  inspire 
his  listenos  with  his  ccMnmitment  and 
enthusiasm.  The  same  is  true  for  Bill 
O’Brioi,  the  executive  vice-{Mcsident 
of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  He 
makes  missions  come  alive  and 
builds  the  understanding  of  the  need 
for  sup()ort  in  a  world-wide  missions 
effort.  - 

Due  to  deadline  committments  for 
the  Baptist  Record,  I  did  not  get  a 
chance  to  hear  Bill  Nichols  of  the 
Radio  and  Television  Commission. 

I  did  hear  our  own  two  s()eakers, 
however,  who  were  filling  traditional 
spots  on  the  program.  Both  the  presi¬ 
dent’s  addr^  by  Pickering  and  the 


We  were  privileged  also  to  be 
witnesses  to  a  historic  occasion  as 
Rossi  Francis,  the  {Mistor  of  the  first 
Black  church  to  become  affiliated 
with  the  Mississippi  Ba(>tist  Conven¬ 
tion,  was  introdu^  along  with  other 
new  staff  monbers  in  the  state.  It  was 
an  electrifying  moment  as  Francis 
was  given  the  o(>portunity  to  address 
the  conventiiMi  for  about  10  minutes. 
He  received  a  standing  ovation  as  he 
finished.  He  admitted  that  he  had  not 
wanted  to  come  to  Missi^ippi  but 
couldn’t  get  away  from  God.  He  told 
how  he  has  now  come  to  ap{Heciate 
Mississippi  Ba{>tists  and  {minted  out 
that  he  can  go  where  others  of  us 
can’t. 

It  was  a  calm  convention.  Divisive 
issues  were  looked  at  and  set  aside  or 


were  given  the  o()(mrtunity,  even  if  it 
meant  rearranging  the  (Mcgram.  Hie 
one  single  appraisal  from  all  concer¬ 
ning  his  efforts  as  presiding  officer 
was  that  he  had  beai  fair.  This,  no 
doubt,  had  a  great  imi»ct  on  the 
serene  nature  of  the  convention.  Deci¬ 
sions  were  made.  Some  votes  were 
close.  All  of  the  votes  were  acce{>ted 
in  good  faith,  and  the  conventiiMi  mov¬ 
ed  on.  It  was  an  exercise  in  Ba{>tist 
democracy.  It  was  an  inspiring 
meeting  and  should  serve  as  a  model 
for  the  future  as  planners  seek  to  {>ro- 
vide  inspiration  to  feed  the  souls  of 
{Mistors  in  view  of  the  decision  not  to 
{lursue  the  idea  of  having  a  se{)arate 
{lastors’  conference.  This  was  a  good 
convention  for  such  a  decision  to  be 
made. 
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The  Southern  Baptist 


At  its  annual  meeting,  the  Southern  made  available.  The  bulletin  carries 
Baptist  Convention  transacts  the  title  of  each  motion  and  resolution 
business.  The  sources  of  the  matters  introduced.  All  motions  made  are 
consido^  by  the  convention  general-  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
ly  come  from  one  of  the  following:  Order  of  Business,  which  schedules  a 

—  Recommendations  from  the  Ex-  time  for  their  discussion.  All  resolu- 

ecutive  Committee.  tions  are  referred  to  the  Resolutions 

—  Recommendations  from  the  CiMnmittee  (named  by  the  (X-esident). 

various  agencies.  Elach  motion  is  later  brought  before 

—  Motions  introduced  by  mes-  the  convention,  discussed,  and  action 

sengers.  taken.  The  R^lutions  (Committee 

—  Resolutions  introduced  by  considers  each  resolution  and 

messengers.  presents  to  the  convention  those  they 

—  Old  business  and  re{)orts  on  {xior  think  should  be  acted  U{XHi. 

referrals.  The  SBC  is  {)erha{)6  the  largest 

The  recommendations  of  the  Ex-  “town  meeting”  held  in  the  world, 
ecutive  Committee,  including  the  pro-  There  are  from  12,000-15,000 
posed  budget;  recommendations  messengers,  each  with  the  right  to 
from  agencies,  if  any;  and  reports  on  speak,  introduce  a  resolution,  and 
prior  referrals  are  printed  in  the  Book  make  a  motion.  It  is  nothing  short  of 
of  Reports.  Any  messenger  may  a  miracle  that  the  system  works, 
make  a  motion  (and  many  are  Robert’s  Rules  of  Order  prevail,  but 
made),  and  any  messenger  may  in-  in  a  meeting  this  large,  orderliness 
troduce  a  resolution  (and  many  are  among  the  messengers  is  more  im- 
introduced).  portant  than  the  rules  of  order.  Con- 

Elach  day  a  bulletin  is  printed  and  timied  trends  toward  disorderiiness 


^^OnV©ntlOn  «  Byowencooper 

An  eight-part  series 

business 


could  disru{)t  the  convention.  any  church  and  simply  express  the 

Most  of  the  tension  results  from  feeling  of  the  majority  of  those  {M«- 
controversial  motions  and  resolu-  salt  and  voting.  In  recent  years, 
tions.  At  times,  the  debate  on  these  several  resolutions  have  beeh  highly 
becomes  acrimonious  with  voices  controve^-sial.  Some  have  proposed 
lifted.  Much  of  the  business  is  trans-  that  for  the  next  few  years  the  mat- 
acted  with  less  than  a  majority  of  the  ter  of  adopting  resolutions  be 
messengers  {xresent,  and  sometimes  sus{>ended  to  promote  healing, 
the  winning  vote  is  cast  by  less  than  The  time  may  come  when  motions 
15  [lercent  of  the  registered  should  be  submitted  to  an  ip- 
messengers.  A  study  of  the  voting  in-  {H*opriate,  designated  committee  for 
dicates  that  in  Kansas  City,  during  screening  out  of  those  that  are 
the  election  of  the  president,  there  frivolous,  not  germane,  accusatory  in 
were  14,740  votes  cast  (92  percent  of  nature,  or  of  a  non-related  subject 
the  messengers).  Later,  only  4,991  matter. 

votes  (30  percent  of  the  messengers)  It  was'recently  reported  in  the  Bap- 

were  cast  in  electing  the  first  vice-  tist  Standard  that  the  young  daughter 
president.  Typical  of  the  balloting  of  a  Southern  Baptist  was  asked  by  a 
were  6,810  votes  cast  (40  percent  of  friend,  “Why  do  you  Baptists  meet 
the  messengers)  on  a  pro{>osed  every  year?”  The  daughter  replied, 
amendment  to  the  abortion  resolu-  “So  we  can  fight  with  each  other.” 
tkxi.  Tte  amendment  was  defeated  by  If  there’s  controversy  at  the  con- 

receiving  3,316  votes  (20.6  [lercent  of  ventkxi,  controversy  will  be  reported; 
the  messengers).  if  there’s  harmony  at  the  convention. 

When  resolutions  are  considered,  it  harmony  will  be  reported;  if  the 
is  announced  they  are  not  binding  on  (Continued  on  page  14) 


Youth  evangelism  n 
set  for  Dec.  27-28 


Mississippi  Baptists’  Youth  Drace  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  but 
Evangelism  Conference,  an  annual  he  was  graduated  from  high  school  in 
occasion  during  the  Christmas  Tennessee  and  a  bachelor  of 
seastm,  will  be  Dec.  27  and  28  at  the  science  degree  from  Uni<m  Universi- 
Mississippi  College  Coliseum  in  ty  in  Jackson,  Tenn.  He  is  also  a 
Clinton.  graduate  of  Southern  Seminary, 

Registration  is  open  and  will  coo-  Louisville,  Ky.  In  addition  to 


MBC  welcomes  first  black  church, 
establishes  endowment  goal 

/■  N  By  Don  McGregor 

Mississi^i  Baptists  welcomed  the  ing  the  past  year  were  recognized  by  campaign;  5  named  a  33-member 
first  Black  church  to  affiliate  with  the  John  McBride,  director  of  the  campaign  committee  plus  a  Bve- 
c<Mivention,  established  a  $40  million  Cooperative  Missions  Department,  member  ex-officio  group  made  up  of 
endowment  campaign  for  four  institu-  There  were  21,  and  among  them  was  the  heads  <rf  the  institutions  airf  a 
tions,  gave  a  great  deal  of  attention  the  first  Baptist  church  to  be  a  part  representative  of  the  fund-raising 
to  Planned  Growth  in  Giving  and  of  the  fellowship.  Rossi  FYancis,  agency  to  be  employed;  6.  that  the 
adopted  a  basic  budget  (rf $17.5  million  pasUM*  of  the  chun±,  was  recognized  campaign  committee  have  the 
last  week  during  their  convention  in  for  a  testimony;  and  it  turned  out  to  responsibility  for  the  campaign;  7. 
Jackson.  be  almost  the  highlight  of  the  conven-  that  Ketchum,  Inc.  be  employed  as 


be  almost  the  highlight  of  the  conven- 

They  decided  against  establishing  tion.  He  was  given  a  standing  ovation  the  fund-raising  agency  with  a  total 
a  pastors’  conference  but  did  decide  as  he  finished.  The  church  is  Faith  cost  of  consultant  fees  of  $492,500  to 
pas^ates  and  other  church  staff  to  extend  their  plan  for  increasing  the  Obedience  Church,  Biloxi.  be  paid  out  of  the  convention  budget 

positions  he  has  been  a  full-time  percentage  (rf  missions  offering  going  Elarl  Kelly,  executive  secretary-  during  the  period;  8.  that  $175,000  be 
evangelist  since  1975.  He  has  con-  outside  the  state  by  one-half  of  one 
ducted  180  revivals  or  crusades  and  percent  per  year  until  the  year  2000. 
has  been  involved  in  three  fmvign  The  plan  originally  adopted  in  1974 
crusades.  would  have  expired  this  year. 

Watson  is  a  vocalist,  songwriter.  There  were  1,579  registered  for  the 
and  producer.  He  has  been  engaged  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  held 
in  a  full-time  music  career  since  1978,  last  week  at  First  Church,  Jackson, 
and  he  perfcams  about  150  concerts  a  Ihis  is  nine  fewer  registrants  than  the 
year.  ‘  record  number  who  registered  last 

Fagan  has  a  law  degree  from  the  year.  These  messengers  elected  five 
tinue  through  the  conference,  but  pre-  University  of  Mississippi  and  practic-  (rfficers  without  an  opposing  nomina- 
registration  may  be  accomplished  ed  law  in  Amory  form  1973  to  1961.  He  tion  or  vote.  Charles  Pickering, 
through  Dec.  14  by  writing  the  also  has  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  Laurel  attorney,  was  re-elected  to  his 
Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism  from  the  University  of  Mississippi  second  term  as  president.  Elected 
Department.  with  majors  in  English,  political  first  vice-president  was  Bobby  Perry, 

Attendance  usually  runs  from  2,000  science,  and  sociology.  He  was  director  of  missions  for  Gulf  Coast 
to  3,000,  so  pre-registration  could  save  graduated  from  high  school  in  Laurel.  Association.  As  second  vice-president 
long  lines  at  the  door.  Evangelism  Befm^  he  began  his  law  [M’actice,  the  messengers  elected  the  first 
Director  Guy  Henderson  pointed  out.  Fagan  was  a  professional  football  woman  to  be  named  to  that  high  an 
The  address  is  Box  530,  Jackson,  player  from  1970  to  1974  with  the  New  office,  Mrs.  Joan  Tyler  of  Collins.  In 
Miss.  39205.  Orleans  Saints  and  the  New  York  each  case  the  secretary  of  the  conven- 

Program  personalities  include  Jets.  tion,  Clark  H«isley,  cast  the  vote  of 

Jerry  Drace,  an  evangelist  of  He  was  graduated  from  theconventionfor  those  elected.  Also 
Jackronville,  Fla.;  Julian  Fagan  III,  Southwestern  Seminary  with  a  re-elected  were  Hensley  as  recmdiing 
pastor  oi  First  Church,  Pontotoc;  master  of  divinity  degree  in  1983.  secretary  and  Paul  Harwood,  pastin' 

Wayne  Watson,  a  musician  of  The  theme  for  the  conference  will  of  College  Hill  Heights  Church,  Ox- 
Nashville,  Tenn.;  and  Wanda  Gayle  be  “Run  for  the  Prize.”  Bruce  Fields,  ford,  as  assistant  recording 
Geddie,  who  is  the  immediate  past  minister  of  youth  and  activities  at  secretary. 

Miss  Mississippi  and  a  graduate  ci  First  Church,  Biloxi,  will  lead  the  During  the  convention  it  was  an- 
William  Carey  College.  She  was  the  singing.  Rich  Malone,  minister  of  nounced  that  the  Christian  Action 
third  alternate  to  Miss  America  in  youth  and  recreation  at  Calvary  Commission  of  the  convention  had 
1984.  Church,  Tupelo,  will  presided. 


Fagan 


Watson 


Drace 


Miss  Geddie 


Fields 


treasurer  of  the  Convention  Board,  provided  from  the  convention  budget 
deUvered  the  message  of  the  evening  for  campaign  expenses;  9.  that  the 
session  titled,  “Possessed  with  the  $667,500  be  approved  at  a  cost  ratio  of 
Mind  of  Christ.  ”  He  pointed  out  that  1.7  percent  of  the  campaign  goal. ;  10. 
Jesus  emptied  himself  of  his  glory  (Continued  on  page  5) 

when  he  came  to  earth  but  that  he 
was  as  much  God  when  he  was  on 
earth  as  he  was  when  he  spoke  the 

worlds  into  existence.  He  noted  that  ^ 

ours  is  an  age  of  vanity  and  that  we. 
are  not  winning  the  world  because  of 
our  own  egos 
witnesses 


To  be  effective 
we  be 

■  possessed  with  the  mind  of  Christ. 

In  approving  the  $40  miUion  endow- 
ment  campaign,  the  messengers 
adopted  a  15-point  reconvnendation 
which  spelled  out  the  details  of  the 
cani^ign.  They  are  as  follows: 

1.  That  the  convention  proceed  with 
the  campaign  on  behalf  of  the  three 
colleges  and  the  (Children’s  Village; 

2.  that  the  purpose  be  to  further  (Chris- 
tian  education  and  child  care  ministry 
aimed  at  winning  people  in 

dirift;  3.  that  the  goal  be  $40  million 
and  that  deferred  gifts  which  are 

received  by  the  institutions  during  the  Joe  Tulen,  pastor  of  Calvary  Church, 
period  (through  December  of  1900)  be  Jacksor>,  and  chairman  of  the  andoMmoni 
D.  L.  Lowrie,  pastor  of  Rrst  Church,  counted  in  the  total  funds  raised  but  task  force  tor  the  convention,  makes  the 
jbbock,  Texas,  was  the  Bible  Treasure  not  subject  to  the  distribution  for-  report  for  the  task  force  during  the  con- 
leaker  for  the  first  three  seeeiorw  of  the  mula;  4.  that  the  institutions  forego  vention.  President  Charles  Pickering 
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Convention 

views 


Extremists  in  India 
attack  church  starter 


KARNATAKA,  India  (BP)— About  Ramaiah  had  just  finished  a  Sunday  were  threatened  because  they  are 
140  religious  extremists  surrounded  morning  service  and  was  talking  with  considered  low  caste  and  are  in  a 
an  Indian  Baptist  pastin'  and  held  him  people  who  wanted  to  know  more  minority  as  Christians, 
captive  for  more  than  three  hours  about  Jesus  Christ  when  two  youi^  At  first  the  pastor  refused  to  write 
Oct.  14,  forcing  him  to  write  a  state-  people  came  to  see  him.  They  said  the  statement  they  demanded,  but 
ment  vowing  to  leave  the  area.  village  elders  wanted  to  discuss  the  soon  he  realized  it  was  impossible  to 
The  extremists,  members  of  the  threat  of  area  RSS  groups,  which  escape.  “They  held  me  strongly,  say- 
militant  Hindu  party  Rashtriya  have  been  strengthening  their  anti-  ing, ‘If  you  are  not  going  to  write,  we 
Swayam  Sevadala  (RSS),  locked  Christian  activities  recently.  Happy  are  going  to  finish  you,’  ’’  Ramaiah 
themselves  and  Pastor  M.  Ramaiah  for  the  apparent  concern.  Ramaiah  said. 

in  a  village  hall  and  began  mockii^  followed  the  young  pei^le  to  the  hall.  The  attack  occurred  more  than  two 
and  abusing  him,  condemning  his  As  soon  as  he  entered,  someone  weeks  before  the  assassination  of 
church-starting  efforts  in  the  state  of  bolted  the  door.  Believers  were  Prime  Minister  Indira  Gandhi  and  ap- 
Kamataka.  unable  to  get  inside  to  help.  They,  too,  parently  is  not  related  to  it. _ 


The  first  presentation  of  special  music  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  last 
week  was  by  the  Starkville  Singing  Seniors  of  First  Church,  Starkville.  They  opened 
the  convention  on  Monday  afternoon  under  the  direction  of  Truitt  Roberts,  minister 
of  music  at  the  church.  The  organist  for  the  convention  was  Bobbie  Butler  of  Alta 
Woods  Church,  Jackson:  and  the  pianist  was  Eva  Hart  of  First  Church,  Jackson. 


Dan  Hall,  director  of  the  Church  Music  Department  of  the  Missi^ppi  Baptist  Cori- 
vention  Board,  presented  a  history  of  church  music  in  Mississippi  last  week  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  to  coincide  with  the  40th  anniversary  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  a  Church  Music  Department  for  Mississippi  Baptists.  He  took  the  occasion 
to  present  books  detailing  that  history  to  Mrs.  W.  C.  Morgan,  ¥vidow  of  the  former 
director  of  the  department;  to  Gwen  Keys  Hitt,  who  compiled  the  history;  arxt  to  Anne 
McWilliams,  editorial  associate  of  the  Baptist  Record,  shown  above  with  Hall,  who 
did  most  of  the  research  for  the  book  and  a  great  deal  of  the  writing.  Joy  Morgan 
Davis,  daughter  of  W.  C.  Morgan,  spoke  briefly  during  the  observation. 


The  agreement  for  the  $40  million  endowment  campaign,  which  was  voted  into 
action  last  week  during  the  convention,  was  signed  by  the  seven  members  of  the 
endowment  task  force;  the  four  heads  of  institutions  which  will  be  recipients  of  the 
endowment  funds;  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board;  and  Charles  Pickering,  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention.  Shown  above  during  the  process  are,  left  to  right,  Harold  Rsher,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Blue  Mountain  College,  Ralph  Noonkester,  president  of  William  Carey  Col¬ 
lege;  Lewis  Nobles,  president  of  Mississippi  College;  and  Kelly. 


Frank  Pollard,  president  of  (aolden 
Gate  Seminary,  found  a  familiar  pulpit  as 
he  returned  to  the  scene  of  his  former 
pastorate  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  for  a 
message  during  the  convention. 


1 00% 

Medicare  Supplement 


Enrollmertieow  available  at  Age  64  or  Older  ; 

GUARANTEED  RENEWABLE 
Pre-existing  conditions  covered  after  1  month  (optional) 

POLICY  FORM  MS2083 

We  pay  100%  of  Medkore  Part  A  (hospital)  deductibles. 

We  pay  1 00%  of  the  initial  Part  B  deductible  each  calendar  year.  ($75.00) 

We  will  pay  100%  of  the  differerne  between  the  remaining  eligible 
expenses  you  incur  durirtg  the  year  (in  or  out  of  hospital)  and  the  amounts 
you  receive  from  AAedicore  for  these  expertses,  subfect  to  but  not  to  exceed 
100%  of  the  Medicare  allowable  charges. 

Example 

Total  Part  B  bill  $3,000.00 

Medicare  allowed  $1700 

Medicare  paid  $1,300.00 

Plan  pays  Part  B  deductible  75.00 

Plan  pays  on  excess  expenses  1,625.00 

Insured  pays  — 0— 

For  Information  phone  372-9555  or  mail  coupon  to: 


Larry  Kennedy,  dressed  in  suit  and  standing  at  left,  a  niember  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  and  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Laurel,  introduced  newly  appointed  foreign  missionaries  Frank  Lay  and  his  wife  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  Other 
missionaries  are  gathered  around,  and  convention  president  Charles  Pickering  stands  at  right. 


UndBfwhttEn  by  Atlantic  Amartcan  Ufa  intunanoa  Co. 


MBC  welcomes  Black  cHurch, 
establishes  endowment  goal 

(Continued  from  page  3)  VThe  more  you  give,”  he  said,  “the 

that  the  campaign  begin  immediate- 
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Directors  who  received  plaques  at  the  director  of  missions  award  banquet  during 
the  convention  are  shown  above.  Left  to  right,  they  are  Lavon  Hatten,  Warren;  Bob¬ 
by  Perry,  Gulf  0>ast;  J.  W.  Brister,  Hirrds-Madison;  Glen  Williams,  Pike;  Ervin  Brown, 
Northwest;  Nolan  Houston,  Montgomery;  Allen  Webb,  Jackson;  arnf  Arthur  Leslie, 
Marshall. 

First  awards  banquet 
for  DOMs  sees  honors 


ly  and  continue  for  five  years  with  a 
preparation  and  solicitation  period  to 
begin  Nov.  15,  1984  and  continue 
throu^  April  30,  1987;  11.  that  con¬ 
tributions  be  sought  from  individuals, 
businesses,  corporations,  founda¬ 
tions,  and  churches  according  to  three 
options  —  (a)  undesignated  gifts  be 
divided  as  follows:  Mississippi  (Col¬ 
lege  —  51  percent,  William  Carey  Col¬ 
lege  —  29  percent,  Blue  Mountain  Col¬ 
lege  — 10  percent.  Baptist  Children’s 
Village  — 10  percent  (b)  donors  may 
designate  their  gifts  as  they  choose 
(c)  that  dontM^  may  specify  that  their 
gifts  may  be  used  to  equalize  the 
percentages;  12.  that  gifts  may  go 
either  to  the  institutions  or  the  (Con¬ 
vention  Board  to  be  passed  on  to  the 
institutions;  13.  that  the  convention 
will  have  ultimate  control  of  the 
funds;  14.  that  all  Baptists  in 
Mississippi  he  asked  to  participate; 
and  15.  that  the  Endowment  Task 
Force  established  last  year  he 
discharged  pnd  the  campaign  c<Hn- 
mittee  belconvened.  Joe  Tuten,  pastor 
of  Calvary  (Church,  Jackson,  h^  been 
chairman  of  the  task  force  and  made 
the  report. 

Discussion  of  the  campaign  was 
lively  for  a  time,  and  Pickering  rul¬ 
ed  ttot  the  motion  to  proceed  bad 
passed  on  a  standing  vote.  A  ballot 
was  called  fw,  however,  and  was  us¬ 
ed.  This  resulted  in  a  vote  of  464  for 
the  motion  and  226  against. 

Planned  Growth  in  Giving 
dominated  the  convention  as  speaker 
after  speaker  explored  the  theme, 
‘TeU  the  World  through  Giving.”  The 
two  Bitde  Treasure  speakers  majored 
on  the  theme  as  did  the  closing 
speaker.  Winfred  Moore,  pastor  of 
pHrst  (Church,  Amarillo,  Texas,  and 
{H^sident  of  tite  Baptist  General  Coa- 
vention  of  Texas,  liie  Bible  Treasure 
speakers  were  D.  L.  Lowrie,  pastor  of 
FHrst  Church,  Lubbock,  Texas,  and 
immediate  past  president  of  the 
Texas  convention,  and  (rrady  Cotben, 
recently  retired  president  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  Boa^  who  now  lives  at 
•Pass  (Christian,  Miss. 

The  annual  sermon  by  Gene 
Henderson,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Greenville,  and  the  president’s  ad¬ 
dress  by  Pickering  alro  developed  the 
giving  theme. 

The  major  address  concerning 
Planned  Growth  in  Giving,  however, 
was  delivered  during  the  (Convention 
Board  portion  of  the  program  by  T.  T. 
Crabtree,  pastor  of  First  (Church, 
Springfield,  Mo.  Crabtree  is  national 
chairman  f^  Planned  Growth  in  Giv¬ 
ing,  a  nationwide  emphasis  for 
funding  Bold  Mission  Thrat  by  ask¬ 
ing  individuals  and  churches  to 
gradually  increase  their  percentages 
of  giving  year  by  year  until  2000. 

Crabtree  said  that  God  didn’t  make 
us  to  be  pack  rats:  he  made  us  to  be 
givers.  Most  of  us,  however,  he  said, 
have  plans  to  grow  in  our  getting  and 
saving  and  investing.  Planned 
Growth  in  Giving,  he  declared,  is  a 
plan  to  grow  in  our  giving.  “Why 
doesn’t  God  love  a  cheerful  giver?” 
he  asked.  The  answer  was  that  the 
cheerful  (or  hilarious)  giver  has  in¬ 
sight  into  the  nature  of  God  and  is  in 
the  process  of  becoming  like  God. 


more  God  gives  you  to  give  and  the 
greater  capacity  you  have  to 
receive.” 

The  $17.5  million  basic  budget  ac- 
tuaUy  represents  a  cut  back  from  the 
$18  million  figure  endored  by  the  Con¬ 
vention  Board  in  August.  The  trim¬ 
med  $500,000,  however,  was  maintain¬ 
ed  in  an  advance  section  that  will  be 
added  back  into  the  budget  in  {M*opor- 
tionate  amounts  as  it  is  received. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  trims 
were  ma^  in  the  1985  budget  because 
the  1964  giving  was  about  $300,000 
below  the  budget  figure  through  Oc¬ 
tober.  Even  so,  it  was  noted,  1984  giv¬ 
ing  is  running  about  $1  million  ahead 
that  of  1983,  and  the  1985  budget  at 
$17.5  million  is  still  $1  million  more 
than  the  1964  budget.  Giving  in  1964  is 
twice  what  it  was  six  years  ago, 
Pickering  pointed  out. 

Gmtlon  Sensing,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Vicksburg,  and  chairman  of 
the  conunittee  to  study  the  feasibili¬ 
ty  of  having  a  pastors’  conference, 
reported  that  the  committee  did  not 
recommend  having  a  conference.  He 
noted,  however,  that  in  its  surveys  the 
conunittee  had  discovered  needs  that 
were  felt  by  pastcue  that  could  be  ad- 
drssed  by  strengthening  the  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  state  convention  and  the 
evangelism-Bible  conference.  The 
conunittee  recommended  that  the 
Sunday  School  and  Evangelism 
department  enlist  an  advisory  com¬ 
mittee  to  help  formulate  the 
programs. 

This  recommendation  passed  by  a 
voice  vote. 

The  annual  increase  of  one-half  of 
one  percent  going  to  Southern  Baptist 
causes  will  bring  that  percentage  to 
43  percent  by  the  year  2000.  The  con¬ 
vention  also  passed  the  Ckmvention 
Board’s  recommendation  that  the 
nine  Southern  Baptist  trustees  elected 
for  the  18-member  board  for 
Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary  be 
elected  from  the  membership  ^  the 
Convention  Board  rather  than  from 
the  convention  at  large  as  has  been 
the  case. 

Roy  Myers,  pastor  of  Rocky  Oeek 
Chur^  near  Lucedale,  was  chosen  to 
preach  the  convention  sermon  in  1965. 
John  Causey,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
(Corinth,  was  named  as  alternate.  The 
1965  convention  will  be  held  Nov.  11, 
12,  and  13  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 


T.  T.  Crabtree 


It  will  be  the  150th  session  of  the  con¬ 
vention  and  a  special  obs^^ance  will 
be  planed. 

TTie  1984-85  committee  on  commit¬ 
tee  members  were  announced  by 
Pickering. 

There  were  John  Walker,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Lucedale,  chairman; 
Mrs.  Bill  Ehuican,  Booneville;  Ed 
Choper,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Ox¬ 
ford;  Jimmy  McFatter,  pastor  of 
Ebenezer  Church,  Bassfleld;  and 
Mrs.  Murry  Alexander,  Greenville. 

The  convention  passed  eight  restdu- 
tions.  They  were  on  af^reciation,  on 
apfxeciation  for  the  wcxic  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Action  (Commission,  on  ap|xecia- 
tion  of  convention  leadership,  on  op¬ 
posing  a  state  lottery,  on  pari-mutuel 
gambling,  on  raising  the  legal  drink¬ 
ing  age  to  21,  on  public  education,  and 
(HI  Southern  Bai^t  Convention  agen¬ 
cies.  They  are  to  be  f(Huid  elsewhere 
in  this  issue. 

There  was  debate  on  only  three. 
The  one  on  aiq;)reciation  for  the  work 
of  the  Christian  Actiim  Commission 
actually  was  intended  to  speak 
against  aborticm.  Discussion  on  this 
resolutiixi  centered  around  one  of  the 
paragraphs  in  the  preamble  which 
(Higinally  declared  that  “abortion  for 
selfish  n<Mi-therapeutic  reasons  wan¬ 
tonly  destroys  fetal  life . ”  It  was 

amended  to  read,  “aborti<»  except  in 
<»ses  of  rape,  incest,  or  to  save  the 
(C(xitinued  on  page  7) 

T.  T.  Crabtree: 


“I  have  been  studying  the  Bible 
thr(Migh  new  glasses  and  have  come 
to  see  the  generosity  in  the  lifestyle 
of  Jesus,”  said  T.  T.  Crabtree  in  a 
speech  at  the  Leadership  Commit¬ 
ment  Banquet  held  Nov.  12  at  Broad- 
mo<H’  Church,  Jackscm.  Baptist  C<m)- 
venti(m  Board  members  and  depart¬ 
ment  leaders  attended.  The  banquet 
launched  the  statewide  emphasis  <m 
Planned  Growth  in  Giving. 

Crabtree  is  national  chairman  of 
the  PGIG  Task  Force  and  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Springfield.  Mo. 
lie  said  he  sees  Planned  Growth  in 
Giving  as  an  instrument  to  carry  out 
Bold  Mission  Thrust.  The  idea  b^nd 
this  giving  plan  is  for  individual 
families  to  adopt  a  15-year  giving- 
growth  plan  wi^  15  annual  steps  of 
growth  in  the  percentage  of  imxime 
given  to  the  Loin’s  work  through  their 
church.  And  in  the  same  way,  each 
SBC  church  is  encouraged  to  adopt  its 
own  IS-year  growth  plan  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  missions  through  the 
Ckxiperative  Program. 

“We  must  come  to  see  ourselves  not 
as  graspers,  but  as  givers,”  Crabtree 
emphasized.  When  we  face  this 
challenge,  we  will  recognize  the 
generosity  of  our  giving  God,  and 
follow  the  example  of  Jesus’  generous 
lifestyle.  We  must  come  to  the  place 
where  we  think  with  the  mind  of  Jesus 
Christ,  where  we  love  with  the  heart 
of  Jesus  (Christ.” 


Mississippi  Baptists’  Hrst  ass<x;ia- 
tional  awards  banquet,  Nov.  13  at 
Calvary  Church,  Jackson,  honored 
the  states’  directors  of  missions  and 
other  leaders. 

Recognition  was  given  to  associa¬ 
tions,  directors  of  missions,  and 
associational  program  leaders.  The 
following  associations  received 
awards. 

Sunday  School  —  Hinds-Madis(xi,  J. 
W.  Brister,  largest  numerical  ih- 
crease  in  enrollment. 

Sunday  School  —  Marshall,  Arthur 


Crabtree  later  spoke  to  the 
messengers  gathered  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson,  for  the  Monday 
evening  session  of  the  ponvention.  He 
told  them  that  Planned  Growth  In 
Giving  is  not  a  planned  c<Hispiracy. 
“It  is  much  more  than  a  way  to  make 
pastors  efficient  tithe  collectors.  (?od 
is  not  a  landlord  with  us  as  the 
renters - ”  And  he  said  that  Plann¬ 

ed  Growth  in  Giving  is  more  than  a 
convention  program. 

Since  God  owns  everything,  he  does 
not  really  need  our  money  and  is  not 
depending  on  us,  he  inferred.  Why 
then  does  (jrixl  love  a  cheerful,  a 
hilarious  giver?  He  explained  that  it 
is  the  giver's  attitude  itself,the  exulta- 
ti(m  of  the  cheerful  giver,  that  pleases 
Ciod  —  because  the  cheerful  giver  is 
imitating  the  lifestyle  of  Jesus. 

“Jesus  gave  forgiveness  to  the  sin¬ 
ner,  food  to  the  hungry,  ears  to  the 
deaf,  sight  to  the  blind,  deliverance  to 
the  captive,  comfcni  to  the  sorrow- 
ing,and  heaven  to  those  who  were 
headed  for  hell.” 

“Planned  Growth  in  Giving  is  a  new 
concept  of  why  we  are  here  and  what 
we  are  doing.  It  is  a  new  mindset.” 

In  closing,  he  quoted  2  Cor.  8:9, 
“For  ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  CTirist,  that  though  he  was  rich, 
yet  for  your  sakes  he  became  poor, 
that  ye  through  his  poverty  might  be 
rich.” 


Leslie,  highest  percentage  increase  in 
enrollment. 

Church  Training  —  Riverside,  M. 
C.  Johnson,  largest  percentage  of 
enrollment  growth. 

(Tiurch  Training  —  Jacks<Mi  Coun¬ 
ty,  Allen  Webb,  largest  number  of 
CTiurch  Training  leadership  study 
course  awards. 

Evangelism  —  Jackson  County, 
Allen  Webb,  highest  ratio  of  baptisms 
per  KM  members. 

Evangelism  —  Hinds-Madi8<m,  J. 
W.  Brister,  highest  total  number  of 
baptisms. 

Church  Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries,  Gulf  Coast,  Bobby  Perry, 
largest  numerical  imrease  in  resi¬ 
dent  church  membership. 

CTiurch  Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries,  Alcorn,  Nat  Mayhall, 
largest  percentage  increase  in  resi¬ 
dent  church  membership. 

CTiurch  Music  —  Pearl  River,  Mar¬ 
vin  Lee,  largest  numerical  increase 
in  enrollment. 

Church  Music  —  Montgomery, 
Nolan  Houston,  largest  percentage  in¬ 
crease  in  enrollment. 

BrotherlHxxl  —  Northwest,  Ervin 
Brown,  largest  numerical  increase  in 
enrollment. 

Brotherh(K)d  —  Benton,  Harry 
Phillips,  largest  percentage  increase 
in  enrollment. 

C(x>perative  Missions  —  Sharkey- 
Issaquena,  Lavon  Hatten,  highest 
percentage  of  churches  with  missi<His 
committees. 

Cooperative  Missions  —  Hinds- 
Madison,  J.  W.  Brister,  highest 
number  of  churches  with  missions 
committees. 

WMU  —  Hinds-Madison,  J.  W. 
Brister,  highest  numerical  increase  in 
WMU  enrollment. 

WMU  —  Franklin,  Glen  Williams, 
highest  percentage  increase  in  WMU 
enrollment. 

Study  Course  Committee  —  Hinds- 
Madison,  J.  W.  Brister,  highest 
number  of  church  study  course 
awards. 

Study  Course  Committee  — 
Sharkey-Issaquena,  Lavon  Hatten, 
highest  ratio  of  church  study  ciHirse 
awards  to  membership. 

Stewardship  —  Adams,  highest  per 
capita  giving  to  churchy. 

Stewardship  —  Warren,  Lav(xi  Hat¬ 
ten,  highest  per  capita  Cooperative 
Program  giving  churches. 


Jesus  led  the  way  as 
a  giver,  not  a  grasper 

By  Anne  McWilliams 


Convention  sermon 


By  G«ne  Henderson 
I  Corinthians  1:18,  2:1-3,  7-18 


need  of  commitment  that  faces  the'  cess  is  the  opposite  of  the  world’s 
Christian  community  today.  Look  way.  The  cross  of  Christ  is  the 
first  at  the  mystery.  supreme  example,  but  the  [Minciple 

I.  The  Mystery  of  the  Cross  is  illustrated  also  in  many  other  ways. 

Mystery  in  the  Bible  is  not  the  same  JesUs  was  bom  in  the  humblest  sur¬ 
as  a  Hardy  Boy’s  Mystery  book  or  one  roundings,  not  in  a  luxurious  palace 
written  by  A^tha  Christie.  When  befitting  his  royalty.  His  cabinet  was 
Paul  referred  to  mystery  (2:7),  he  composed  of  “uneducated  and  ig- 
was  indicating  something  that  norant’’  men,  not  the  sages  and 
previously  had  been  hidden  but  now  religious  elite  of  his  day.  The  Chris- 
was  revealed.  In  Christ  the  veil  has  tians  at  Ck)rinth  illustrated  the  prin- 
been  drawn  open.  We  not  only  see  the  ciple  because  most  of  them  were 
heart  of  God,  but  God  also  has  reveal-  socially  and  economically  deprived, 
ed  the  way  to  abundant,  eternal  life  Yet,  by  the  lowly,  God  had  confound- 
for  all  men.  ed  the  rulers  and  nobles. 

Paul  declares  that  the  Word  of  the  II.  The  Message  of  the  Cross 
cross  is  hidden  from  some  but  The  message  of  the  cross  is  either 
perceived  by  others.  It  is  hidden  he  foolish  or  divine  wisdom,  depending 
says  from  those  who  are  perishing  upon  one’s  perspective.  From  the 
(1:18).  The  lost  world  is  dying,  world’s  perspective,  the  idea  of  vic- 
perishing  because  they  do  not  under-  tory  through  death  is  absurd.  No  less 
stand  the  triumph  of  Christ  on  the  than  seven  times  does  Paul  describe 
cross.  the  world’s  view  of  the  cross  as  foolish 

It  is  hidden  Paul  says  from  those  or  foolishness  (1:1b,  20,  21, 23, 2S,  27, 
who  are  worldly  wise  (1:20-21).  Those  and  2:14).  The  unregenerate  of  Paul’s 
who  are  fill^  already,  will  not  day  could  not  accept  the  principle  of 
receive  the  truth,  especially  when  the  success  through  suffering,  and 
truth  is  the  very  antithesis  of  that  neither  can  those  of  our  generation, 
which  fills  them.  Modem  man  is  enamoured  with  the 

It  is  hidden  Paul  says  to  those  aura  of  individual  rights,  equal  rights, 
without  the  Holy  Spirit  (2:10).  The  It  is,  therefore,  most  difncult  to  relin- 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to  testify  to  quish  anything.  The  idea  of  success 
Jesus  (John  16:13-14),  to  convict  the  through  surrender  is  incomprehen- 
world  (John  16:8),  and  to  empower  sible  to  non-Christians.  In  fact,  some 
believers  (Acts  1:8).  Natural  man,  (Christians  struggle  with  the  concept 
man  using  his  natural  resources,  can  in  their  life-style, 
never  understand  the  tmth  nor  the  The  cross  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
triumph  of  the  cross.  stand  as  indisputable  tmth  of  God’s 

Although  the  Word  of  the  cross  is  wisdom  and  power.  Whatever  God  did 
hidden  from  some,  it  is  revealed  to  for  and  through  his  Son,  he  can  and 
others.  It  is  revealed  to  those  who  are  will  also  do  for  believers.  We  must 
being  saved.  The  Word  of  the  cross  believe  this  truth  and  practice  this 
(Gospel,  good  news  of  God’s  Love  and  truth.  “Might  does  not  make  right.’’ 
forgiveness)  is  the  power  of  God  Ciod  himself  has  said,  “Not  by  might 
(1:18).  It  is  the  power  of  God  for  the  nor  by  power  but  by  my  spirit  says  the  they  know  about  their 
salvation  for  all  who  believe  (cf.  Lord’’  (Zee.  4:6).  Power,  authority,  tions.  Our  people  hear 


Gene  Henderson,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  QreenvMe,  preaches  the  converv 
tion  sermon. 


Tharaday,  November  22.  HM 
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RIQIMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Southern  departed  in  September  1975  because  according  to  Marion  G.  (Bud)  Fray, 
Baptist  missionaries  will  re-enter  anti-American  sentiment,  then  the  board’s  associate  director  for 
Mozambique  in  late  1985  or  early  1986  prevalent  in  the  newly  independent  Southern  Africa, 
when  a  new  missionary  couple  com-  Marxist  nation,  made  their  work  »»  u-  «  .  .o 

pletes  orientation  and  Portuguese  pracUcaUy  impossible. 

language  study.  The  Brocks  will  enter  wientation  at  Southern  Baptists 

Mozambique  officially  became  the  the  board’s  Missionary  Learning  ^  reenter  ^  c^try,  currently 
105th  Southern  Baptist  mission  field  Center  in  Rockville,  Va.,  in  January  OP***®^  ®*8ht  churches  and  26 

at  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  Oc-  1985,  and  then  go  to  Portugal  for  congregations, 

tober  meeting.  The  board  appointed  language  study  the  following  April.  Brazilian  Baptists  have  sent  a  mis- 
Alabama  pastor  James  R.  Brock  and  The  board  is  seeking  another  couple  sionary  couple  and  two  single  mis- 
his  wife,  Brenda,  to  do  church  .  for  th^  same  work.  sionariestoworkthereonafii|J;time 

development,  evangelism  and  leader-  Mofambique,”  which  has  been  basis,whileSouthemBaptistmis- 
ship  training  in  the  southern  African  troubled  by  political  unrest  and  sionaries  and  national  Baptists  in  five 
nation.  austere  economic  conditions,  has  surrounding  African  nations  have 

Southern  Baptists  had  missionaries  become  a  high  priority  because  of  provided  hunger  relief,  evangelistic 
in  Mozambique  earlier,  but  they  “tremendous  evangelistic  potential,’’  and  leadership  training  assistance. 


Colorado  Baptists’  hop 
for  executive  dashed 


0S  MBC  welcomes 


(Continued  from  page  ^  V- 

of  the  mother  wantonly  ^ 

human  ^ 

on  the  resolution 
concerning  pari-mutuel 
fear  was  expressed  that  supporting 
such  actions  as  seeking  to  influence 

the  Legislature  would  threaten  the  Bethel  dedicates  piano,  oraan 

convention  s  tax  advantage  ~  ^ 

Finally,  during  the  discussion  on  Bethel  Baptist  Church,  Oiptah  Co.,  recently  completed  the  1983-84  church  year 
Southern  Baptist  Ckmvention  agencies  on  a  high  note  by  burning  a  note  on  a  renovation  debt,  and  dedicating  a  new  church 
an  amendment  was  offered  that  organandpiano.  The  pastor,  OuewayneTullos,  expressed  appreciation  to  Wallace 
would  delete  a  paragraph  that  read,  Gandy,  Sunday  School  director;  Mrs.  Melba  White,  chairperson  of  the  instrument 
“THAT  we  refrain  from  individual  or  committee;  and  Sam  Farmer,  chairman  of  the  renovation  committee.  Pictured  (top) 
organized  efforts  to  impose  any  inter-  is  Mrs.  Melba  White;  (bottom),  left  to  right,  are  Vance  Windom,  Jimmy  Palmer, 
pretation  of  scripture  upon  the  Con-  Duewayne  TulloS,  and  Sam  Farmer, 
ventkm,  associations,  churches,  or  in¬ 
dividuals.’’  Pickering  ruled  the  /  ^  -■  p  -j-  • 

paragraph  out  of  order  because  it  11T^  TOY* 

called  for  action  beyond  the  scope  of  I'Cl.J.XvJ.  14. 

the  convention.  ^  1  •  1  -■ 

During  the  debate  on  the  endow-  KlY  Yltl  tolrl 

ment  campaign,  a  proposed  amend-  k-rvF  14 1/44^4  J.X  JLFCl.  44  440  4v44V4 


ACTS  airs  convention 


Highlights  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  last  week  at  First  Church, 
Jackson,  will  be  shown  on  a  number  of  ACTS  and  other  church  TV  cable 
systems  throughout  the  state  during  the  week  of  Nov.  25  -  Dec.  2,  1984. 

The  highlights  videotape  will  feature  vignettes  of  the  various  sermons, 
music  presentations,  summaries  of  committee  rep(»is,  and  even  a  few 
“fellow^p”  shots  after  the  convention  session.  E)arl  Kelly,  executive 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  will  in¬ 
troduce  the  videotape. 

The  Department  of  Broadcast  Services,  Mississippi  Baptot  Convention 
Board,  produced  the  58-minute  videotape  from  about  16  houre  of  video  tap¬ 
ing  done  during  the  convention.  Video  production  facilities  at  First  Church, 
Jackson,  were  utilized  in  the  tainng. 

If  other  churches  in  the  state  have  access  to  a  cable  channel,  the  Broad¬ 
cast  Service  Department  will  loan  them  the  three-quarter-inch  videotape  for 
broadcast,  said  Farrell  Blankenship,  department  director. 

Those  churches  scheduled  to  run  the  special  highlights  tape  are  as  follows: 


aty 

Date 

Tine 

Cable  chaanel 

First  Church 

Nov.  27 

9-10  p.m. 

Cablevision  10 

Yazoo  CSty 

Nov.  30 

7-8  p.m. 

First  CTiurch 

Nov.  26 

7:304:30  p.m. 

Community 

CTeveland 

Nov.  29 

7:30-8:30  p.m. 

Cablevision  10 

ACTS  of  Jackson  Nov.  28 

9-10  p.m. 

Capitol 

Jackson 

First  Church 

Nov.  29 

9-10  p.m. 

Cablevision  6 

West  Point 

Dec.  2 

8:30-9:30  p.m. 

CaUe  3 

First  Church 

Nov.  25 

.  6-7  p.m. 

Channel  2 

Bruce 

Nov.  29 

7-8  p.m. 

Channel  2 

First  Church 
Hattiesburg 

Nov.  28 

,  9-10  p.m. 

G.E. 

Cablevisioo  6 

Acts  of  Meridian 

Nov.  25 

11  a.m. 

8  p.m. 

'  TV  Selection  System 
CaMe  Channel  11 

A  question  was  raised  also  in  asking 
if  the  impact  on  Cooperative  Program 
giving  during  the  time  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  had  been  considered.  Tuten 
responded  that  the  task  force  had  con¬ 
sidered  that  issue. 


Statewide  prison 
ministry  formed 

A  statewide  association  of  prison 
and  jail  ministries  will  be  constituted 
Nov.  29  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  Lakeover 
Church  of  C>od  in  Jackson.  All  chur¬ 
ches  and  associations  involved  in  jail 
and  prison  ministries  are  encourag¬ 
ed  to  attend.  Additional  information 
is  available  from  John  McBride, 
Director  of  the  (^operative  Missions 
Department. 

Falwell,  Kennedy 
will  debate 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (EP)  - 
Senator  Eldward  Kennedy  and  Jerry 
Falwell  will  debate  on  religion  and 
politics  at  the  next  convention  of  the 
National  Religious  Broadcasters.. 
The  debate,  scheduled  for  Feb  5  at  the 
Sheraton  Washington  Hotel,  will  be 
pert  of  the  program  of  NRB’s  42nd 
convention. 


resolved,  William  H.  Elder  III  told 
participants  in  a  conference  on  issues 
facing  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

Elder’s  analysis  came  at  the  end  of 
the  conference  Nov.  2-4,  sponsored  by 
St.  Charles  Avenue  Baptist  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  where  he  is  pastor. 
About  200  persons  from  eight  states 
attended. 

“The  real  crisis  we  face  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  a 
crisis  of  the  Holy  Spirit,’’  Elder  said. 
“We  are  grieving  the  Spirit  these 
days,’’  he  added,  noting  the  political 
strife  which  has  rocked  the  SBC  for 
five  years. 

“Grieving  the  Spirit  ha^iens  when 
people  of  faith  allow  their  cUfferences 
to  separate  them  from  each  other  and 
use  their  differences  to  establish 
hierarchies  and  power  blocks,”  he 
said.  It  also  happens  when  people 
“simply  assume  God  is  on  our  side 
and  therefore  make  holy  our  own 
preferences  and  predispositions,  in¬ 
stead  of  making  our  preferences  and 
predispositions  by  what’s  already  on 
his  (the  Spirit’s)  holy  list,”  be  added. 

Soutbera  Baptists  are  “guilty  on 
both  counts,”  EUder  insisted,  noting 
the  effect  "is  to  shrink  the  conduits 
through  which  the  Spirit’s  power 
comes  to  us  when,  what  we  really 
need  to  do  is  to  free  up’tbe  Spirit.” 

Southern  Baptists  can  do  this  by 


them  from  each  other  and  the  Spirit, 
be  said. 

“The  only  way  we  can  really  pull  off 
this  freeing  of  the  Spirit  is  by  ‘stan¬ 
ding  up’  not  first  for  the  Bible  or  for 
our  history  or  for  our  polity  but  for 
Jesus,”  Elder  said.  ‘For  standing  up 
for  Jesus  surely  means  standing  up 
wi^  him  as  our  norm,  as  our  stan¬ 
dard,  standing  by  his  side.”  If 
Southern  Baptists  truly  stand  up  for 
Jesus,  they  “might  just  see  him  once 
again  out  in  front,  waving  us  on,  say¬ 
ing,  ‘CkHne  together,  follow  me  —  for 
I  am  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life,'  ” 
he  conclude. 
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WE  SHAIX  COME  REJOICING,  A 
History  of  Baptist  Church  Music  in 
Mississippi,  compiled  by  Gwen  Keys 
Hitt,  has  recently  been  released  from 
the  press.  Dan  Hall,  director,  Church 
Music  Department,  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Boanl,  introdu^  the 
book  in  a  presentation  on  Monday 
afternoon,  Nov.  12,  during  the 
meeting  of  the  state  Baptist 
convention. 

The  history  celebrates  the  40th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  department.  Three 
men  have  served  as  directors  of  the 
Church  Music  Department.  They  are 
the  late  Luther  Harrison,  the  late  W. 
C.  Morgan,  and  Dan  C.  Hall. 


Mrs.  Davis  Mrs.  Hitt 


Copies  of  the  history  were 
presented  to  Mrs.  W.  C.  Morgan  of 
Jackson  and  to  Joy  Morgan  Davis  of 
Dallas,  Tex.  Mrs.  Davis  responded, 
recalling  in  a  brief  vignette  some 
memories  of  her  father.  Mrs.  Luther 
Harrison,  who  lives  in  California,  was 
unable  to  be  present. 

Also  a  book  was  presented  to  Anne 
Washburn  McWilliams,  editorial 
associate,  the  Baptist  R^ord,  who 


History  notes 
40  years 
of  music 

did  the  major  pmtion  of  the  research 
for  the  years,  1945-75. 

Mrs.  Hitt,  the  compiler,  of  Collins, 
is  a  specialist  for  the  Qiurch  Music 
Department  in  the  field  of  small 
church  and  associational  work. 
Formerly  she  woriced  with  Church 
Music  for  six  years  as  a  clinician  for 
children’s  chew  leadership  clinics  and 
as  a  writer  for  various  assignments. 
She  has  been  a  clxM-al  teacher  in  high 
school,  a  mental  health  worker,  radio 
news  director,  newspaper  correspon¬ 
dent,  kindergarten  music  teacher, 
and  minister  of  music.  Her  husband, 
Irving,  is  administrattM-  of  the  Cov¬ 
ington  County  Hospital  at  Collins. 

Other  contributors  include  Inez 
Harpole  Curry  Crocker  of  Bruce, 
former  music  director  at  First 
Church,  Eupora;  James  C.  Downey, 
administrative  dean,  William  Carey 
College  on  the  Coast  and  a  former 
professor  of  music  history  and 
literature  at  William  Carey;  Minnie 
Lee  Pryor,  Calhoun  City,  former 
minister  of  music  at  First,  Calhoun 
City,  fm-  53  years;  and  Frances 
Weaver  Winters,  retired  professor  of 
music  at  William  Carey  College. 

The  Hrst  three  chapters  deal  with 
Baptist  music  in  Mississippi  from  1780 
until  1945.  Then  succeeding  chapters 
follow  the  progress  of  the  Church 
Music  Department  from  its 
organization  in  1945  until  the  present 
Many  photographs  are  included. 

The  price  is  $7.50.  Copies  may  be 
ordered  form  Church  Music,  Box  530, 
Jackson  MS  39205. 


Accused  Salvadoran  pastor 
in  Mexico  seeking  refuge 


MEXICO  CITY  (BP)  -  A  Baptist 
pastor  deported  from  El  Salvador  for 
alleged  ties  to  Marxist  rebels  is  now 
staying  at  the  Swedish  embassy  in 
Mexico  City  while  he  seeks  refuge  in 
a  country  willing  to  accept  him. 

Miguel  Clastro  Garcia  was  arrested 
in  San  Salvador  Oct.  28  and  put  on  a 
plane  two  days  later,  reportedly  head¬ 
ed  for  Sweden.  The  plane  stopped  in 
Mexico  City  and  ciastro  was  tem¬ 
porarily  admitted  to  the  Swedish  em¬ 
bassy  there.  He  has  until  Nov.  19  to 
gain  sanctuary  in  Mexico  or  another 
country  in  the  region,  according  to 
American  Baptist  officials.  Otherwise 
he  must  continue  on  to  Sweden. 

He  does  not  plan  to  move  his  fami¬ 
ly  from  El  Salvador  until  he  knows 
where  he  will  be  living,  said  Victor 
Mercado,  Latin  America  director  for 
American  Baptist  Board  of  Interna¬ 
tional  Ministries.  (Castro  also  has  ap¬ 
plied  for  admission  to  the  Unit^ 
States  and  (Canada. 

(Castro,  pastor  of  Emmanuel  Bap¬ 
tist  Own^  in  San  Salvador,  was  ar¬ 
rested  by  plainclothes  policemen  as 
be  drove  hone  from  church  services, 
ile  was  later  accused  of  “being  an  ac¬ 
tive  member  of  a  subversive 
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organization,”  according  to  the  U.S. 
State  Department. 

U.S.  (rfficials  reportedly  told  an 
American  group  protesting  the  arrest 
Castro  had  admitted  to  Salvadoran 
police  that  “aides”  in  his  church’s 
work  with  refugees  possibly  had  con¬ 
tacts  with  rebels,  ciastro  has  charg¬ 
ed  he  was  blindfolded  by  police  and 
forced  to  sign  a  statement  confessing 
rebel  connections,  according  to 
American  Baptist  official  Mercado. 

But  Mercado  said  police  officials  in 
San  Salvador  have  told  Baptist 
leaders  there  that  they  are  now  “stu¬ 
dying  the  possibility,  of  allowing 
(Castro)  to  come  back  to  El 
Salvador  . , . .  They  haven’t  found 
anything  to  accuse  him  and  to  charge 
him  with  yet.” 

Clastro’s  church  is  affiliated  with 
the  Baptist  Association  of  El 
Salvador,  which  relates  closely  to  the 
American  Baptist  denomination  in 
the  United  States.  Association  leaders 
have  denounced  Castro’s  arrest  and 
deportation,  as  have  leaders  of 
American  Baptists,  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance,  Baptist  Joint  fkimmittee  on 
Public  Affairs,  and  numerous 
religious  and  human  rights  groups  in 
the  United  States  and  Europe. 


Worshipers  uncowed 

Cows  eat  up  church 

LIVUYU,  South  West  Africa  (BP)  —  When  animals  w  people  get  hungry 
enou^,  they’ve  been  known  to  eat  almost  anything.  But  members  of  a  strug¬ 
gling  little  Baptist  congregatioa  in  the  bush  area  of  northam  South  West  Africa 
cbdn’t  expect  cows  to  eat  their  church. 

Most  of  file  congregation  are  refugees  who  have  fled  ffghting  in  their  country 
of  Angola.  (Xhers  are  local  inhabitants  at  the  finger  of  land  projecting  out 
of  the  Kavango-C^privi  Strip  of  South  West  Africa  (also  called  Namilna).i 

’They’ve  faced  a  common  problem  —  drou^t-related  hunger.  And  they’ve 
had  a  common  desire  —  to  build  a  ctuirch  in  which  to  wen^hip  God. 

Not  long  ago,  they  set  out  proudly  to  build  that  church,  cutting  poles  in  the 
forest  to  implant  as  walls  ai^  old  dried  cornstalks  to  tie  onto  the  poles.  Tliey 
added  a  thatched  roof,  a  pul(Nt  made  of  reeds  from  the  river’s  edge  and  ben¬ 
ches  of  tree  limbs  held  on  limb  forki. 

Southern  Baptists  missiiHiary  Carlos  Owens  came  to  lead  th^  first  ser¬ 
vice,  attended  by  the  happy  congregation  and  a  chicken  which  nestled  by  thg 
missionary’s  feet.  Twenty  believers  were  baptized  and  the  Livuyu  Baptist 
(Hiurch  was  organized. 

Two  m<Miths  later,  Owens  returned  fw  teaching  and  preaching.  He  w% 
astoni^ied  to  see  the  walls  missing.  Only  bare  poles  held  up  the  thatched  roof. 
“Oh,  missionary,  look  at  our  dnirdi,”  a  chmch  leader  ciied  as  he  ran  to  greet 
Owens.  cows  were  so  hungry  they  ate  up  our  church.” 

Animals  as  well  as  pec^e  have  to  do  the  best  they  can  fw  themselves  in 
times  of  drought.  So  the  people  went  back  to  the  drawing  board  to  design 
cow-proof  church.  When  Ow«is  returned  for  his  next  visit,  they  had  covered 
the  structure  with  heavy,  inedible  reeds  from  the  river’s  edge. 

Suggestions  welcomed 
for  sesquicentennial 


'The  committee  on  order  (rf  business 
for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  has  begun  to  give  consideration 
to  the  convention  program  for  1965, 
which  will  be  the  ISOth  session  of  the 
convention. 

'The  committee  has  pointed  out  that 
it  would  appreciate  having  sugges¬ 
tions  for  this  sesquicentennial  obser¬ 
vance.  They  would  appreciate  sug¬ 
gestions  for  a  scripture  passage  to  use 
for  a  theme,  according  to  Larry  Ken¬ 
nedy,  chairman  of  the  committee  and 
pastor  of  First  (Tiurch,  Laurel.  ’They 


are  also  interested  in  developing  a 
slogan  for  the  special  observance  as 
well  as  any  suggestions  for  a  program 
emphasis,  Kennedy  said. 

Suggestions  may  be  mailed  to  Ken¬ 
nedy  at  the  church  or  to  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  CkMivention  Board,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  Miss.  39205. 

Other  members  of  the  committee 
are  George  McFadin,  Horn  Lake; 
Gordon  H.  Sensing,  Vicksburg;  J.  W. 
Blister,  Jackson;  Ronnie  Massey, 
Meridian;  and  Mrs.  James  Yates, 
Yazoo  CHty. 


Kenya:  sermons 
not  censored 

NAIROBI,  KENYA  (EP)  —  Presi¬ 
dent  Arap  M(M  of  Kenya  recently 
assured  churches  that  his  govern¬ 
ment  has  no  intention  of  censoring 
sermons.  'This  statement  was  in  reac¬ 
tion  to  an  existing  prohibition  of  live 
broadcasts  of  worship  by  government 
radio  stations  announced  by  the  Ke- 
-  nyan  Parliament. 

The  prohibition  was  announced 
after  complaints  about  a  sermon  by 
Timothy  Murere  Mjoya,  which 
parliamentarians  said  was  too 
political.  In  his  July  8  sermon,  Mjoya 
asked  listeners  to  pray  for  former 
minister  (Charles  Njonjo,  who  is  being 
investigated  for  alleged  subversive 
activities. 


Meadowview,  Starkville;  Nov. 
29-Dec.  1;  Wayne  A.  Barber,  pastor. 
Woodland  Church,  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  evangelist;  Bob  Johnston, 
minister  of  music,  Meadowview, 
music  director;  Thursday,  7  to  9  p.m. ; 
friday,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon  and  7  to  9 
p.m.;  Saturday,  10a.m.  to  12 noon;  L. 
J.  Brewer,  pastor. 

Calvary,  Meridian:  Dec.  2-6; 
Homer  Martinez  of  Dallas,  Tex., 
evangelist;  Sonny  Rios,  music 
evangelist;  W.  Otis  Seal,  pastor;  Sun¬ 
day  morning  at  9:45  in  the  church 
sanctuary;  Mon.-Thurs.  at  10:30 
a.m.;  Sunday  night  at  7:30;  week 
nights  at  7  in  the  Calvary  Annex 
Auditorium  (Old  Chalk  School 
Auditorium);  “Chalk  School 
homecoming”  service  to  be  held  in 
the  Chalk  School  A'uditorium  at  7:30 
Sunday,  Dec.  2;  fellowship  time  at 
8:30,  Dm.  2.  All  former  d^halk  School 
pupils,  teachers,  or  workers  will  be 
recognized  at  eact^  service. 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  iimited 
to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer, 
editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserv¬ 
ed  under  all  circumstances. 

Confusing  message 

Editor: 

Sir,  your  messages  have  confused 
me.  Your  editorial  on  Sept.  6  en¬ 
courages  me  to  stay  out  of  stores  on 
Sunday,  yet  on  Page  9  you  encourage 
me  to  attend  a  cash  and  carry  sale  at 
the  Baptist  Book  Store  on  Sunday, 
Sept.  9,  from  9  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

Tell  me  again  what  I  am  to  do.  I’m 
receiving  conflicting  messages. 

Les' Hatcher 
Lucedale 

First  let  me  express  appreciation  to 
you  for  having  read  the  BAPTIST 
RECORD  closely  enough  to  have 
noticed  that  contradiction.  Whether 
people  agree  with  ns  or  not,  we  are 
always  grateful  when  they  read  the 
paper. 

Second,  I  can  tell  you  that  there  is, 
thankfully,  a  very  simple  explana- 
Uon.  Hie  second  instance  about  the 
bookstore  having  a  sale  on  Sunday 
was  an  error.  Hw  sale  was  on  the  Itth 
rather  than  the  9th.  ’There  was  no 
time  to  correct  H.  The  bookstore 
manager  had  called  past  the  deadline. 


actuaUy,  to  try  to  get  that  word  in.  We 
tried  to  do  him  a  favor  by  ignoring  our 
own  rules.  We  got  caught.  It  is 
somewhat  embarrassing  to  me,  for  I 
am  the  one  who  took  the  information 
over  the  phone  and  made  the  error. 
—  Editor 

Inerrancy  not  the  issue 

Editor: 

There  is  so  much  to  agree  with  in 
Bro.  Irwin’s  letter  in  the  Nov.  8  issue 
of  the  Baptist  Record,  that  t  am  reluc¬ 
tant  to  take  issue  with  any  of  it. 

He  is  correct  that  neither  inerran¬ 
cy  nor  the  ordaining  of  women  is  the 
issue  that  threatens  our  great 
convention. 

He  is  correct  in  the  hurt  be  feels, 
and  shares  with  us,  about  the  direc¬ 
tion  the  convention  is  headed. 

I  think  he  misses  the  mark, 
however,  by  tdaming  both  sides  of  the 
controversy  and  is  absolutely  wrong 
in  faulting  the  president  of  our 
seminaries. 

I  have  sensed  some  (rf  this  “a 
plague  on  both  your  houses”  ap- 
(Mxnch  in  your  position,  as  well.  If  I 
am  mistaken,  I  would  be  delight^  to 
be  set  straight. 

Tlie  great  and  historic  tradition  of 
pluralism  and  individual  soul  com¬ 
petency  has  served  us  well  throughout 
our  convention’s  history.  I  can 
remember  fiery  preachers  in  my 


youth  shouting,  “no  creed  but  Christ, 
no  book  but  the  Bible.”  We  need 
fearless  leaders  now  who  are  willing 
to  stand  up  and  say  to  the  fundamen¬ 
talists  who  would  t^e  our  convention 
away  from  us:  ’There  ain’t  nobody 
who  can  tell  me  what  I’ve  got  to 
believe  to  be  a  Southern  Baptist. 

For  presidents  of  great  institutions 
to  defend  their  faculties  and  to  point 
out  the  admitted  tactics  and  aims  of 
those  who  seek  to  “go  for  the  jugular” 
who  have  attempted  to  smear  the 
reputations  of  great  teachers  with  un¬ 
founded  charges  of  liberalism, 
modernism,  and  worse,  is  in  no  sense 
of  the  word  “mudslinging.” 

Bro.  Irwin  is  right,  also,  when  he 
says  the  answer  is  that  we  love  one 
another.  I  Would  add  that  it  is 
necessary  that  we  respect  one 
another  as  well.  I  have  said  to  fun¬ 
damentalists,  and’know  others  have 
as  well,  that  I  respect  their  right  to 
bdieve  as  their  mind  and  conscience 
dictate  and  that  I  can  love  them  and 
continue  to  work  with  them. 

J.  Frank  Norris  failed  because 
great  men  of  God,  such  as  George  W. 
Truett,  stood  tall  against  him.  We 
must  oppose  the  neo-Norrisites  with 
vigor  and  love  equal  to  that  of  our 
spiritual  forebears. 

Tom  Sims,  Richton 


- Devotional - 

Thanksgiving  to  God  Day 


New  churches 
honored  by 
Northern  Plains 


What  is  Thanksgiving? 


grade  at  Pelahatchie  Middle  School),  Garrard  of  Clarksdale  who  wrote  me 
“Thanksgiving  is  when  you  have  such  a  nice  letter  last  week,  and  for 
turkey  and  dressing.  It’s  when  you  in-  readers  who  write  letters  not  so  nice 
vite  your  kinfolks  to  come  over.  The  —  because  I  know  they  are  still 
girls  play  doll  house,  and  the  boys  reading. 

play  football,  baseball  or  basketball.  I’m  thankful  for  friends  and  good 
“Then  it  is  time  to  eat.  You  eat  nei^ibors  and  family,  for  a  Christian 
crabapple  sauce,  dressing,  mother. 

vegetables  and  fruit.  Now  your  aunt  I  am  indeed  grateful  fm*  a  husband 
or  somebody  brings  out  the  turkey,  who  loves  me,  who  waxes  the  kitchen 
MMMMM,  it  smells  so  good!  I  love  floor,  and  Axes  what’s  broken.  I  thank 
the  dessert  —  pecan  pie.  After  we  eat,  the  Lord  for  him  every  day,  not  just 
we  go  back  and  play.  Daddy  takes  a  in  November, 
nap  on  the  couch  and  Mama  drinks  I’m  grateful  for  the  influence  that 
coffee  and  eats  cake  with  her  the  church,  and  people  I  have  known 
friends.’’  in  many  church^.  Southern  Baptist 

One  of  Tanya’s  aunts,  Billie  Tullos,  in  particular,  have  had  on  my  life, 
invited  W.  D.  and  me  to  come  to  the  j  am  grateful  to  God  for  his  pro- 
Thanksgiving  gathering  with  her  and  viding  a  Way  of  forgiveness  for  aU  the 
Lavell  at  Hermanville.  That  would  be  wrongdoing  that  keeps  stemming 
great,  judging  from  last  year’s  ex-  from  my  sinful  nature.  I  am  grateful 
travaganza,  but  we  had  already  ac-  for  the  reminder  that  Ruby 
cept^  an  invitation  to  spend  the  holi-  McWilliams  held  out  to  me  the  other 
day  in  Hogansville,  Ga.  with  Luann  night.  I  was  expressing  my  grief  at 
and  Bubba  Hendrix.  They  moved  in-  the  controversy  that  has  been  bShieg- 
to  an  old  house  there  this  year,  built  ing  Southern  Baptists,  and  she  said, 
in  1890,  and  have  been  busy  painting  ‘<You  don’t  have  to  worry.  He  is  still 
and  redoing.  So  our  family  decided  to  omnipotent”  (All  11,000,000  of  us 
give  them  a  sort  of  housewarming,  might  need  to  talk  with  Him  more.) 

Mama  will  make  the  dessing.  Betty  "phe  first  Sunday  in  November.  W. 
will  bake  the  turkey.  Karen  and  Tom  ajjj  j  attended  Harvest  Day  at 
will  bring  a  cake.  I’m  cm  the  list  for  straight  Bayou  CJhurch  in  Sharkey 
salad  and  a  lemon  pie.  I  guess  Tom-  c^ounty,  where  he  went  to  Sunday 
my  and  Susan  wcm’t  be  able  to  come  Sclraol  as  a  boy. 
all  the  way  from  Baton  Rouge.  Two  young  girls,  dressed  as 

Thanksgiving  is  thanks  giving.  An  pilgrims,  handed  out  programs  and 
attitude  of  gratitude  is  not  important  jtept  the  gu«t  book.  A  grapevine 
in  November  only,  but  we  usually  stop  wreath  graced  the  front  door.  Pump- 
a  little  more  often  then,  I  think,  to  ex-  kins  and  sheaves  of  com  and  cotton 
press  thanks  for  countless  blessings,  stalks  signified  the  plentiful  harvest. 

“Always  give  thanks  for  everything  \  jjom  gf  plenty  overflowed  with  fruit, 
to  our  God  and  Father  (Eph.  5:20).  Dinner  on  the  grounds  I 
Even  for  alarm  clocks?  and  in-  would  not  have  the  space  to  describe 
surance  companies  that  spring  an  here,  lliree  of  W.D.’s  sisters  ate  with 
$880  deductible  on  you  after  you’ve  us  (Etta,  Minnie,  and  Helen)  and  had 
already  filed  a  claim?  leaves  that  contributed  to  the  food, 
have  to  be  raked?  Pcmtiac  payments?  Harold  Jordan  from  Vicksburg 
“For  everything.”  preached.  Leslie  Hicks,  pastor. 

And  then  I  remind  myself  that  some  welcomed  the  crowd.  C.  C.  (tarraway 
people  can’t  hear  an  alarm  clock,  ig^j  invocation.  He  meant  a  lot  to 
Sonne  people  dcm’t  have  a  job,  and  W.D.’s  family  when  he  was  pastor  at 
dcm  t  need  alarm  clcxrks.  Scrnie  people  straight  Bayou  in  1929.  He  lives  in 
can  t  see  the  leaves  change  from  pale  (Canton  now.  The  choir  sang  “The  Old 
green  to  dark  green  to  crimson  gold.  Country  (3iurch.”  Dewitt  Hodnett 
Some  people  cannot  walk  or  scuffle  read  the  100th  Psalm,  which  to  me  is 
through  the  fallen  leaves.  And  yes,  I  tjjg  essence  of  thanks  giving, 
can  even  be  thankful  for  car  Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord, 
payments  for  I  love  to  feel  the  all  ye  lands.  ...  we  are  his  people, 
sinooth  gliding  power  of  that  weU-  and  the  sheep  of  his  pasture.  Enter  in¬ 
built  motor.  jQ  ffig  gates  with  thanksgiving,  and  in- 

I  m  thankful  for  wild  muscadine  jel-  to  his  courts  with  praise:  be  thankful 
ly,  and  blackberry,  too,  on  hot  but-  a^to  him,  and  bless  his  name  (Psalm 
tered  toast.  I’m  thankful  for  the  fun  |oo;i,  3,  4). 

I’ve  been  having  in  Adrienne  Mon- 
crief’s  PACE  class  at  MC  on 
wardrobe  pUnning.  Many  have  no 

bread  to  eat,  or  clothes  to  choose  ^WMlOSeXUai  leacne 

tested  at  U.S.  Supr 

I’m  grateful  for  a  dentist  who  has  I  ^  ^ 

bought  some  new  painless  equipment,  WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  U.S.  state  law  that  includes  the  term 
and  who  hangs  such  good-natured  Suprane  Court  announced  Oct.  1  it  “lust”  in  its  definition  of  obscenity, 
mottoes  on  his  wall  as  “Ignore  Your  will  decide  if  an  Oklahoma  law  forbid-  In  the  homosexual  rights  case,  the 
Teeth  and  They  Will  (k>  Away.”  ding  homosexual  school  teachers  court  must  untangle  a  decision  by  the 
I’m  thankful  for  Brownie’s  glad  from  engaging  in  “puMk  homosexual  Tenth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  that 
bark  of  welcome  when  I  open  the  beck  conduct”  vidates  their  free  speech  upheld  a  portion  of  the  Okldioma  law 
door,  and  for  the  feel  of  his  rough  rights.  regulating  public  behavior  by 

tongue  on  my  cheek.  In  a  separate  action,  the  high  court  homosexual  schoolteachers  while 

I’m  thankful  to  be  a  tiny  cog  in  the  also  agr^  to  review  a  Washington  striking  down  another  provision. 


The  first  Thanksgiving 

The  Pilgrim  fathers  chose  a  day  to  give  thanks  to  the  Lord 
For  the  bounty  of  their  harvest  and  the  blessings  from  his  word. 

'Their  tables  laden  high  with  food,  with  friends  and  loved  ones  near, 

'They  gave  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  his  blessings  through  the  year. 

Forgotten  were  the  endless  hours  of  heat,  $weat,and  toil 

They  knew  that  by  the  grace  of  God  they  had  tilled  the  rocky  soil. 

Despite  their  many  hardships,  they  were  all  of  one  accord 

'That  all  their  suffering  was  worthwhile  if  they  could  serve  the  Lord. 

So  let  us  count  our  blessings  on  this  'Thanksgiving  Day 

'Thank  God  for  all  the  things  he’s  done  for  us  along  the  way 

'The  summer’s  over,  the  harvest  in,  so  let  us  kneel  and  pray 

To  thank  the  Lord  for  everything  on  this  'Thanksgiving  Day. 

—Ruth  Norsworthy  Oager,  State  Line 


Loving  the 
unlovely 

I  try  to  love  the  unlovely  ones 
But  know  that  there  must  be 
A  wealth,  of  pure  unselfish  love 
And  patience  Lord,  for  me. 

'There  is  a  need  to  understand 
'Their  trying,  complex  way 
By  weaving  a  little  sunshine 
Into  their  life  each  day. 

'Through  the  guidance  of  thy  Spirit 
Help  me  sincerely  seek 
'The  hidden  good  in  everyone 
Dejected,  cold,  and  weak! 
Understanding  with  love,  is  joyful. 
Keep  me  sensitive  enough  to  care  — 
In  them  I  know  there’s  beauty.  Lord, 
Because  you  put  it  there. 

— Roxie  Barton  Jones 
Steens 

Thanks 

Just  remember  to  give  thanks  each  day 
For  whatever  comes  your  way. 

Doing  your  best  through  each  test. 

And  G^  will  assuredly  take  care  of  the  rest. 
Barbara  Jones,  Soso 


Forget  not  all  his  benefits 

Dear  Father,  we  thank  thee  for  the  gift  of  thy  love, 
For  salvation  and  every  blessing  from  above. 

We  thank  thee  for  the  beautiful  sky  sq  blue. 

We  thank  thee  for  treasured  friends  so  true. 

We  thank  thee  for  the  beauty  of  a  baby’s  smile. 
For  the  little  things  that  make  life  worthwhile. 

We  thank  thee  for  the  rose’s  sweet  essence. 

We  thank  thee  for  thy  indwelling  presence. 

We  thank  thee  fbr  the  snow  so  pure  and  white, 
for  the  twinkle  fo  the  sta'rs  so  pretty  and  bright. 

We  thank  thee  for  the  birds  that  sweetly  sing. 

We  just  thank  Thee,  Lord,  for  everything 
Kathlene  Hicks 
McComb 


Holidays  In  The  Holy  Land 

personally  escorted  Iw  Dr.  John  Adkerson 

Staff  Evangelist  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Atlanta 
Coins  to  I— I,  JnOw.efirpI  — IlSiys. 
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Lament  Black  X  X].0scld.^  Liberty,  Rankin  18  years  as  church  secretary  at  Grace 

^^^^^^^HjCounty,  has  called  Memorial  Church,  Gulfpral. 

WASHINGTON  (BP)-Election  spent  about  $1.6  million  -  principal-  .J®*"***  “  u  ^  ^ 

Day  1984  turned  out  to  be '“Black  ly  from  Scientific  Games.  Inc.,  a  lot-  OUvrt^urch.  Gulfport,  has  <aUed 

.Tuesday”  for  anU-gambling  forces  as  tery  products  corporation  head-  “  Samuel  Ray  as  pastor.  Henry 

more  states  adopted  some  form  <rf  Chartered  in  Atlanta  —  in  collecting  r.  ®t  Mis-  is  a  ^adi^  of  k^i^ippi  ^ll^e 

legalized  gambling  than  in  any  sihfpe  'signatures  to  get  the  issue  on  the  College,  and  New  Orl^ns  S^ina^.  Ife  has 

year  in  American  history.  ballot  and  to  underwrite  promotional  ^  “  pastor  of  B^  IM  Chi^h 

Voters  approved  gambling  pro-  expenses.  at  a^Society  Hill  near  Col- 

posals  in  five  of  seven  elections  In  Oregon,  lottery  backers  were  ex-  Barrett  umbia.  He  and  his  wife,  both  from  the 

around  the  country.  pected  to  spend  about  $250,000  to  the  Hurley  Church  has  called  Kenna  children. 

The  only  defeats  for  the  gambling  opponent’s  $10,000.  Scientific  Games  Byrd  as  pastor.  He  was  pastor  of 
industry  were  casino  votes  in  Arkan-  again  was  a  major  supplier  of  funds  McArthur  Street  Church  in  Jackson 

sas  and  Colorado.  Voters  in  Hot  for'the  initiaUve  drive.  County  and  became  pastor  of  - - 

Springs,  Ark.,  rejecting  a  return  to  West  Virginia  voters  approved  a  Parkway  in  the  same  association, 

the  wide-open  gambling  status  which  lottery  after  a  relatively  low-key  cam-  when  the  two  merged.  Grandparent :  “Have  I  told  you 


Christ  Temple  doubles; 
witnesses  at  county  fair 


Christ  Temple  at  Moss  Point,  black  mission  by  baptism  and  by  letter. 
Southern  Baptist  mission  which  “We  have  a  great  outreach  team,” 
began  services  in  Moss  Point  in  said  Jones.  They  visit  the  sick  in  their 
January  of  this  year,  has  doubled  its  community,  not  limiting  their  visits 
attendance  since  February.  Then,  35  to  their  own  members.  They  visit  the 
or  40  were  usually  present.  Now  the  Home  of  Grace  one  Saturday  mom- 
membership  is  80,  with  an  average  of  ing  a  month.  They  carry  on  Big  A  Bi- 
55  present  every  Sunday  morning.  ble  Clubs  on  Monday  afternoons; 

The  pastor,  E^die  Jones,  reported  some  the  pupils  of  this  club  are  now 
that  on  Special  Program  Day,  held  in'  the  Sunday  School. 

Nov.  11,  one  hundred  came  to  Sunday  Christ  Temple  joined  this  year  with 

School,  and  200  for  morning  worship.  Wade  Church  (H.  W.  Wilks  Jr., 
“Many  (rf  those  who  came  to  visit  that  pastor)  in 'sponsoring  a  booth  at  the 
day  will  return,  I  feel  sure,”  said  Jackson  County  Fair.  “We  witnessed 
Jones.  to  hundreds,  blacks  and  whites,”  said 

The  congregation  meets  in  the  Jones.  Over  100  professions  of  faith 
chapel  of  Pineview  Church,  Moss  were  recorded  as  a  result.  “I 
Point.  It  is  sponsored  by  Pineview  remember,”  he  said,  “that  <rf  the 
Qiurch;  Ingalls  Avenue,  Pascagoula;  many  I  talked  with  on  the  first  night 
and  First  Church,  Jackson.  of  the  fair,  14  made  professions  of 

Also  a  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  faith.” 
has  been  organized  at  Christ  Temple  Jones  said  he  was  invited  to  speak 
this  year.  Marty  Perkins  of  Pint  to  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Pearl  River 
Church,  Moss  Point,  has  been  helping  Associations!  Elxecutive  Committee, 
to  get  it  launched.  Church  Training  in  the  interest  of  their  starting  a 
enrollment  is  now  30.  In  the  past  two  Southern  Baptist  black  mission  in  that 
months,  17  persons  have  joined  the  county. 


The  Church  Insurance  Program  is  administered  by  the  Annuity  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  is  underwritten  by  Aetna  Life  and  Casualty. 

The  Church  Insurance  Program  offers: 

Term  Life  Plan . . .  protects  you  up  to  $100,000.  The  premium 
is  waived  while  the  coverage  remains  intact  if  you  become 
disabled.  Accidental  death  benefits  provide  double  the  face  value 
of  your  coverage. 

Comprehensive  Medical  Plan . . .  provides  major  medical 
protection  for  you  and  your  family  at  the  lowest  possible  cost. 

Disability  Plan . . .  replaces  church  income  lost  due  to  total 
disability  occurring  while  actively  serving  a  Southern  Baptist 
church. 

All  salaried  personnel  employed  by  a  Southern  Baptist  church  for  at  least  20 
hours  per  week  are  eligible  to  apply  for  protection.  Coverage  will  begin. on  the  date 
of  approval  by  Aetna. 

You  may  obtain  a  brochure  and  application  from  your  state  annuity  secretary  or 
the  Annuity  Board. 


Bangalore  residents  spared 

•  .  ti' 

much  of  Indian  ,„yiolence 


BANGALORE,  India  (BP)—  Si^bs  make  up  a  small  but  influential 
Residents  of  Bangalore  witnessed  pa^,of  India’s  population, 
some  outbreaks  of  rock  throwing  Tfe  Baptist  hospital  observed  Nov. 
following  the  assassination  of  Indian  1  and  3  as  national  holidays  out  of 
Prime  Minister  Indira  Ghandi  but  no  respect  for  the  nation’s  loss  and 
severe  violence,  according  to  mourning.  A  memorial  service  was 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  that  held  Nov.  2  in  the  hospital  chapel, 
city-  with  all  the  staff  participating.  Two 

Thirteen  of  the  15  Southern  Baptist  staff  members  spoke  about  Mrs. 
missionaries  assigned  to  India  work  Ghandi,  and  there  was  a  time  of 
are  in  Bangalore,  where  the  Baptist  prayer. 

hospital  is  located.  One  couple  Rebekah  Naylor,  mission  chairman 
teaches  in  Kodaikanal,  about  200  and  hospital  administrator,  was  per- 
miles  south  of  Bangalore.  forming  major  surgery  Wednesday, 

Most  severe  violence  was  in  the  Oct.  31,  when  a  nurse  brought  the 
northern  port  of  the  country,  where  news  Ghandi  had  been  shot  by  two  of 
members  of  the  Sikh  sect,  which  took  her  bodyguards, 
credit  for  the  assassination,  are  more  By  noid-afternoon  Oct.  31  it  was  con- 

numerous.  Hundreds  of  Sikhs  were  firmed  Ghandi  had  died  in  a  New 
killed  as  Hindus  sought  revenge.  The  Delhi  hospital. 


Marketing  Division 
Annuity  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
511  North  Akard  •  Dallas,  Texas  75201 
or  call  our  new  toil  free  number  1-800-262 -05 1 1 


Volunteers  aid  continuing 
Tanzania  evaneelism  suree 


Tharsday,  Noveaber  22,  1M4 
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TUKUYU,  Tanzania  (BP)—  with  Tanzania  missionaries  and  na-  In  the  Rungwe  district  crusade, 
Another  round  of  revival  has  broken  tional  leaders,  according  to  Wayne  many  sdxxdteachd?,  village  leaders 
out  in  Tanzania,  this  time  in  the  coun-  Briston,  the  board’s  associate  and  even  some  village  diairmen— 
try’s  Rungwe  district,  wha%  3,496  volunteer  enlistment  director,  forma-  chiefs  under  the  old  tribal 
Africans  made  [Mxifessions  of  faith  in  Bristow  partidpated  in  the  Rungwe  system— accepted  Jesus  (Christ.  In 
an  evangelistic  crusade.  revival  along  with  eight  other  one  instance  a  young  girl  chased  one 

The  two-week  crusade,  planned  by  volunteers  from  Georgia,  Texas  and  of  the  vehicles  and  asked  how  she 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  Olan  (California.  could  accept  Jesus  as  savior. 

Burrow  and  featuring  a  team  of  Evangdistic  onphasis  will  dovetail  “One  man,  over  95  years  of  age, 
volunteers  from  four  states,  took  with  emphasis  on  Sunday  school  joyfully  accejpted  Christ  in  his  home 
place  in  late  September  in  schools,  development  in  Tanzania  in  1965  as  after  Wayne  Bristow  witnessed  to 
homes  and  churches  throughout  the  part  of  an  East  Africa-wide  emphasis  him,’’  Mrs.  Burrow  reported.  “It  was 
area.  of  Southern  Baptist  missions.  an  answer  to  many  years’  prayer  of 

It  follows  earlier  revivals  in  which  The  week  after  the  Rungwe  district  his  children  and  grandchildren.’’ 

volunteers  from  the  States,  mis-  revival,  Tanzanian  Baptists  met  in  Another  African  man  came  for- 
sionaries  and  national  Baptists  col-  Iringa,  Tanzania,  for  their  annual  ward  in  the  crusade  to  volunteer  for 
laborated  to  record  4419  professions  meeting  and  a  national  evangelism  service  as  a  foreign  missionary  and 
of  faith  in  the  Kyela  district  and  about  conference.  two  team  members  from  the  States 

1,000  decisions  in  Bukoba.  The  Tanzanians  pledged  at  the  may  apply  for  foreign  missions  ser- 

The  crusades  are  forerunners  of  an  Iringa  sessions  to  unite  their  efforts  vice  as  a  result  of  their  trip, 
emphasis  in  the  Blast  African  nation  to  start  new  Sunday  school  throughout  Mrs.  Burrow  said  the  team  at- 
which  will  involve  about  21  volunteer  Tdpzania,  renew  their  personal  tributed  its  success  to  prayers  of 
evangelistic  ^ms  in  1964-85.  The  witnessing  efforts  and  train  teachers  Christians  across  the  United  States, 
volunteer  enlistment  department  of  to  be  soul  winners  “shoulder  to  and  especially  those  in  the  volunteos’ 
the  Southern  Baptisn^oreign  Mission  shoulder’’  with  the  pastors,  according  own  churches,  some  of  whom  prayed 
Board  will  recruit  tlie  teams  to  work  to  missionary  Lynn  Burrow.  around  the  clock. 

urges  missions  leader; 
for  Africa  drought 

^  Mary  Jane  Welch 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP) —Southern  profiteas  and  some  fots  unused.  The  Ck>ads  used  two  volunteers. 
Baptists  must  act  now  if  they  want  to'  Much  better  is  a  distribution  plan  other  evangelical  missionaries  and  a 
help  prevent  the  Ethiq;>ian  tragedy  such  as  that  used  in  Mali  this  year  by  number  of  Malians  in  grain  distribu- 
from  spreading  across  Africa,  says  a  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Nor-  tioo,  but  they  are  so  exhausted  now 
missions  leader  who’s  seen  the  man  and  Beverly  Coad,  says  Mills,  they  don’t  know  whether  they  can 
African  drought  firsthand.  They  began  planning  months  abdad  undertake  a  similar  relief  program 

“There’s  no  end  in  sight,’’  says  so  the  grain  could  be  shipped  by  sea.  again  next  year,  says  Mills. 

John  Mills,  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  They  involved  almost  all  evangelical  Wnrk  is  anmo  nt  th*  haniost 

Mission  Board  director  for  West  churches  in  the  country  to  see  the  wakTp^  cISa)  saJ^To 
Africa.  “We’re  frustrated  in  not  be-  grain  got  to  the  most  remote  places,  make  gure  grain  gets  to  the  people 
mg  able  to  do  all  we’d  like  to  right  And  they  enlisted  Muslim  observers  who  need  it,  someone  has  to  go  where 
now,  but  next  year  is  likely  to  be  on  each  team  to  assure  everyone  it’s  being  dikributed  “So  somebody’s 
worse.’’  Both  the  United  NaUons  grain  was  distributed  fairly.  got  to  get  out  there  and  that  means 


Three  Miaeissippians  were  among  79  persons  to  receive  scholarships  for  1964-85 
at  Midwestern  Seminary,  Kansas  (^ty .  Jan  Thomas  Qragory ,  a  native  of  Vicksburg 
received  a  $6(X)  award  from  the  Mildred  Lawson  Ayres  Student  Fund.  Her  husband 
Mark  Qragory,  a  native  of  Carthage,  earned  a  $1 ,000  scholarship  from  the  Dun- 
woody  Baptist  Foundation.  He  is  associate  pastor  and  minister  of  music  at  New  Salem 
Baptist  Church,  Independence,  Mo.  Mike  Smith,  from  Caledonia,  received  the  Plea¬ 
sant  Valley  (Mo.)  Baptist  Church  scholarship  of  $6(X}.  He  is  pastor  of  Santa  Rosa 
Baptist  Church,  Pattonsburg,  Mo.  Seminary  President  Milton  Ferguson  (left)  con¬ 
gratulates  (from  left)  Jan  Gregory,  Mark  Gregory,  and  Mike  Smith. 

Thomas  R.  McKibbens,  Jr.,  ftMiner  O.  Lyn  Natioiis  was  honored  on  Sun- 
Mississippian,  is  engaged  in  writing  day,  Nov.  II,  pastor  for  seven  years 
a  “History  of  Baptist  Preaching,”  as  at  Trinity  CTiurch,  Rankin  County.  A 
a  project  for  the  Historical  Cfommis-  special  program  was  planned 
sion,  SBC.  His  research  had  led  him  highlighting  his  accomplishments 
to  England  and  to  a  year  of  residence  Words  (rf  appreciation  was  expressed 
in  Boston.  This  fall,  he  and  his  fami-  by  testimonies  and  song.  He  was 
ly  moved  to  Wake  Forest,  N.C.  where  presented  gifts  from  organizations 
he  teaches  praching  at  Southeastern  within  the  church  and  a  money  tree 
Baptist  Seminary.  He  is  the  son  of  T.  from  the  members  to  show  apprecia- 
R.  McKibbens,  former  pastor  of  First  tion  for  a  job  well  done.  Max  Jones. 
CTiurch,  Laurel.  a  long  time  friend,  was  guest  speaker 

Tom  Landry,  head  coach  of  the  morning  service.  *1110  con- 

Dallas  Cowboys,  was  made  an  P’cgstion  joined  Nations,  family  and 
honorary  member  of  the  American  ^*''***d*  lunch  and  a  penod  of 
Bible  Society  at  its  116th  annual  foUowshlp  in  the  Fellowship  Hall, 
meeting  in  New  York.  He  was  . 

honored  for  his  “outstanding  Chris-  ,  “cretary, 

tian  witness,  especially  to  tl«  youth 

of  America,  and  Ws  faithful  support  ^  advanced 

of  the  Bible  cause.”  Much  of  Landry’s  secretary 


:  now, 
end  soon 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  IM,  Meridian, 
Miss.  3*301.  Since  18M.  Phone 
(Ml)  693-4451. 


FOR  SALE:  19*4  Model  4103 
General  Motors  (GREYHOUND) 
BUS.  Excellent  condition.  See  to 
appreciate.  Air-conditioning. 
Firm.  $30,000.00.  First  Baptist 
Church.  Box  191,  Poplarville,  MS 
3*476.  l-Ml-795-4531:  (or  Cecil 
Strahan,  l-Ml-7*S-g77*.) 


WANTED:  TOUR  HOST  to  Israel. 
China,  Russia,  Europe.  All  kinds 
•f  tours  for  1965  through  Meier  In- 
temaUonal  Study  League.  Can 
earn  your  toor.  Write  THOMAS  J. 
WOOD.  Box  1*67,  Meridian,  MS 
39361  or  call  collect  (Ml)  462-6111; 
night  (MO  M1-66M. 


FOR  SALE:  42  CHOIR  ROBES:  3 
instrumentalist’s  robes,  mediam 
blue,  good  shape,  |2S.Meach.  First 
Baptist  Cburcb,  Bus  M,  Main 
Stri^  Okaloaa,  MS  388M;  (Ml) 
447-Mlf. 


PAGE  12  BAPTIST  RECXIRD 


Thursday,  November  22,  1W4 


I 


William  and  Josephine  Brown,  mis-  thel,  she  was  bom  in  Jackson,  and 
sionaries  to  Togo,  have  completed  considers  Rayville,  La.,  her 
language  study  in  France  and  arriv-  hometown.  They  were  appointed  by 
ed  on  the  field  of  service  (address:  BP  the  Foreign  Mission  Boai^  in  1984. 
36,  Atakpame,  Togo).  He  is  a  native 

of  Grenada.  The  former  Josephine  Donald  and  Barbara  Ann  Phlegar, 
Brown,  she  was  bom  in  Eufaula,  Ala.,  missionaries  to  Thailand,  have  arriv- 
and  grew  up  in  CHaytmi,  Ala.  They  ed  in  the  States  fw  furlough  (address: 
were  appointed  by  the  Foreign  Mis-  c/o  Clynthia  J.  Phlegar,  1221  St.  Ann, 
Sion  Board  in  1983.  Jackson,  Miss.  39202).  A  Virginian,  he 

was  bom  in  Roanoke  and  grew  up  in 
Shirley  Jackson,  missionary  to  Portsmouth.  She  is  the  former  Bar- 


Convention.  ly  u)  removing  the  tax  exemption  of 

The  home  board  presented  Samuel  Church  of  Scientology.  In  a 
de  Almeida  Andrade  and  his  wife,  September  ruling  the  court  held  that 
Indalina,  their  first  missionaries  to  controversial  group  “made  a 
the  Azorean  Islands.  They  will  work  business  out  of  selling  religion,”  and 
in  the  Baptist  church  of  Ponta  therefore  did  not  deserve  tax-exempt 
Delgada  on  the  island  of  Sao  Miguel,  status. 

The  World  Mission  Board  presented  The  court’s  decision  said  Scien- 
Antonio  Goncalves,  who  will  be  the  tology  officials  “diverted  millions  of 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Johan-  dollars  through  a  bogus  trust  fund  and 
nesburg.  South  Africa.  a  sham  corporation.”  The  court  cwi- 

^  ^  eluded  “A  religious  organization  can 

ConCTegationalistS  have  incidental  nonreligious  purposes 
>  no  gm]  maintain  its  exempt  status. 

lOnU  new  However,  if  from  its  activities  it  can 

11  II  be  inferred  that  the  organization  has 

worm  lellOWSnip  a  substantial  commercial  purpose,  U 

is  ineligible  for  exemption.” 

WENHAM,  MA  (EP)— Plans  have 
been  laid  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
world  organization  of  conservative  PTL  sells 

Congregational  denominations.  _ 

“With  the  formation  of  the  World  CHARLOTTE,  NC  (EP)  —  The 
Evangelical  Congregational  Fellow-  PTL  'revision  Network  ,i$^lling  its 
ship  we  are  coming  back  to  our  his-  remaining  property  in  Charlotte, 
torical  roots,”  said  Qifford  Cauisten-  North  Carolina,  and  will  consolidate 
sen,  the  executive  director  of  the  operations  15  miles  south  at 

Conservative  Congregational  Christ-  the  2,00()-acre  Heritage  USA  complex 
ian  Conference.  PTL  opened  in  1980. 

“Congregationalists  in  the  U.S.  PTL’s  Park  Road  Productions,  a 
were  among  the  first  to  engage  in  studio  with  satellite  equipment,  (rffice 


Brazil,  has  completed  furlough  and  bara  Ann  Carley  of  Yazoo  City.  They 
returned  to  the  field  (address:  Caixa  were  appointed  by  the  Foreign  Mis- 
90  riAv-TA/it  Postal  950,  20001  Rio  de  Janeiro  RJ,  sion  Board  in  1967.  . 

years  perieci^  Brazil).  Bom  in  BenUmville,  Ark.,  she  v.. 

Liberty  Hill  Chorch  near  Pqpe  in  grew  up  near  Natchez.  She  was  ap-  Charles  and  Sheryl  Ray,  Jr.,  mis- 
Panola  County  has  awarded  a  plaque  pointed  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Boa^  sionaries  to  K<h^,  have  arrived  on 
to  Louis  Snider  in  recognition  of  his  in  1956.  the  field  to  begin  their  first  term  of 

20  years  of  perfect  attendance  at  Sun-  service  (address:  Yeo  Eui  Do,  P.O. 

day  School.  Billy  Smith,  left,  Sunday  Douglas  L.  Kellum,  missionary  to  Box  165,  Seoul  150,  Korea).  B<Mn  in 
School  director,  made  the  {xesoita-  the  Philippines,  has  returned  to  the  New  Orleans,  La.,  he  considers 
tion  to  Snider,  right.  The  church  is  field  (address:  Box  7635,  Airmail  Elx-  Greenwood  his  hometown.  She  is  the 
currently  erecting  a  new  education  change,  Manila  Int.  Airport,  Philip-  form»  Sheryl  Smith  of  Jackson.  They 

building.  Tommy  Mitchell  is  the  pines  3120).  He  was  born  in  were  aK>ointed  by  the  Foreign  Mis- 

pastor.  (Tlarksdale  and  grew  up  in  Tutwiler.  sion  Brard  in  1984. 

Hewas  appointed  by  the  Foreign  Mis- 

jVIedicS  meet  Board  in  1980.  James  and  Peggy  Bartley,  Jr.,  mis- 

.  ,  I  sionaries  to  Uruguay,  have  arrived  in 

m  Atlanta  Altus  and  Diane  Newell,  mis-  the  States  fwfurlou^  (address:  Pine 

ATLANTA  (BP)  -  Six  hundred 

physicians,  dentists,  nurses  and  phar-  edoottefield  tobegm  th^tottem  3^)^e  is  a  native  of 

macists  attended  the  eichth  an^l  service  (address:  Gheistrasse  31,  West  Pomt,  Ga.  The  former  Peggy 

meetiS  ^  B^ptilf  MedicaL  ““  San 

A*i.n  president  of  the  mtematMxial  Baptist  Bemto  and  grew  up  m  Harlingen. 

S^k^lcalS.inlnary.H.is.na'S™  They  were  aJpSaJby  the  Foilign 
of  Meridian.  The  former  Diane  Bar-  Mission  Board  in  1952. 


ment  city  and  state  housing  provi-  ..  ^  ^  WORLD, James C. Barry, Compiler;  Hull;  “Narrative  Preaching”  by 

sions  for  homeless  people  in  New  Kahng,  editor  rad  mn^-  iMn,  Raymond  Reed,  a  Tain^pa,  Fla.,  Broadman  Press,  1M4;  224  pages;  Alton  H.  McEachera; ‘Preaching  the 

York  City  this  winter,  the  Partnership  tant  In  the  language  umt,  has  headed  dentist,  and  1966  pro^m  chairmen,  paperback,  $5.65.  Context  of  Crises”  by  J.  Altus 

for  the  Homeless,  an  organization  of  I^oduction  process  of  the  new  Franklin  Fowler,  smior  medi^  con-  Despite  the  fact  that  a  few  years  Newell;  “Preaching  in  the  Context  of 

churches  and  synagogues,  will  pro-  materials.  sult^t  ua^  tlw  Foreign  Mmum  ago  an  anti-preaching  sentiment  Worship”  by  Robert  Bailey.  The  con- 

vide  beds  for  1,500  people  in  90  dif-  The  process  began  nearly  two  Bo^  and  Bill  Gabmt^  dirretw  of  ^ggan  to  circulate  in  some  evangeli-  eluding  chapter  is  an  annotated  bib- 

ferent  facilities  throughout  the  city,  years  ago  when  Kahng  was  employed  medical  rervices  at  the  Foreign  Mis-  quarters  and  even  in  some  liography  on  “The  Literature  of 
Assisting  in  this  operation  will  be  part-time  by  the  board.  sion  Board.  seminaries,  most  pastors  today  Preaching”  by  William  P.  Tuck. 

12,000  volunteers  from  participating  would  list  preaching  as  the  most  im-  These  chapters  are  the  equivalent 

churches  and  synagogues.  oll^iAr^vifr  portant  and  the  most  fulfilling  thing  of  a  workshop  on  preaching.  Preacb- 

Public  and  private  emergency  xFinCipai  SUSp0nQ6Q  lOF  UllO.Wing  that  they  do.  Growing  churches  usu-  ing  in  Today’s  World  is  a  welcomed 

shelters  are  expected  to  house  10,000  in  ally  have  as  their  leader  a  man  who  is  addition  to  the  growing  literature  on 

people  on  some  nights  this  winter.  The  i  ciigiwii  in  committed  to  the  preaching  task  as  of  the  subject.— Reviewed  by  Alan  Day, 

estimated  cost  for  providing  these  KEY  LARGO,  FLA.  (EP)  —  An  elementary  school  principal  in  Key  Largo,  primary  importance.  pastor.  First  (3iurch,  McComb,  MS.’ 

services  will  be  approximately  $100  Florida,  was  suspended  Sept.  2  for  refusing  to  stop  weekly  religion  classes  The  men  who  have  authored  these 
million.  in  his  school.  Eld  Caputo  was  suspended  for  "gross  insubordination”  when  chapters  all  share  this  attitude  to- 

City  and  state  officials  say  that  the  he  refused  to  follow  the  school  board’s  order  to  halt  the  classes.  waid  the  proclamation  of  the  Word  of 

number  of  homeless  people  in  New  Local  PTA  members  voted  84-1  to  support  the  classes,  which  were  optional,  God. 

York  City  has  increas^  because  taught  by  volunteers,  and  open  only  to  stixlents  with  parental  permission.  James  Barry,  the  compiler  of  this 
many  of  New  York’s  older  buildings  The  first  class  inclucM  studies  in  Judaism,  Catholicism,  and  Protestantism,  volume,  is  a  pastoral  consultant  in 
have  been  torn  down  to  make  way  for  Gvil  liberties  groups  opposed  the  class  as  a  violation  of  separation  of  church  the  Church  Administration  Depart- 
new  developments.  and  state.  ment  of  the  Sunday  School  Boaid  of 
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“What  A  Wonderful  World"  was  the  theme  for  the  Mission  Adventure  Recogni¬ 
tion  Service  held  recently  honoring  the  GAs  of  Grace  Church,  Philadelphia,  Front 
row  (I  to  r)  are  Jamie  Mickies,  Heather  Holley,  Jeanie  Mickles,  Penny  Pickle,  Denise 
Weir,  and  Angie  Sistrunk;  second  row,  Betsy  Lee,  Denise  Thompson,  Stephanie  Irons, 
Brandy  Burton,  Shiela  Wells,  Stacie  Jayroe,  Christie  Copeland;  back  row,  Martha 
Duvall  and  Diane  Kilgore,  GA  leaders.  Dennis  Duvall  is  pastor. 


Big  Level  Church,  Wiggins  held  its  first  GA  recognition.  Sept.  23,  the  theme  was 
“My  Promise  To  God.”  RA  boys  and  one  Acteen  helped  to  make  this  recognition 
complete.  Pictured,  GAs,  first  row,  left  to  right,  are  Cindy  Lee,  Laura  Rawls,  Jen¬ 
nifer  Loper,  and  Jennifer  Bush;  second  row,  RAs,  Jeremy  Bond,  Jason  Ross,  Mark 
Rawls  arKj  Jonathan  Bond;  Acteen  is  Mita  Howe;  GA  leader,  Jackie  Berry;  Allen 
Mosley,  pastor. 


Jeny  Rawla,  licensed  minister  and  member  of  Oral  Church,  Rt.  4,  Hattiesburg, 
pictured  receiving  his  pastoral  ministriee  diptoma.  Presenting  the  diploma  is  the  Lamar 
Association  director  of  missions,  Douglas  E.  Benedict,  Sr.  Pictured  with  them  are 
Jerry’s  wife,  Margie,  and  their  pastor,  Jerry  Lennep.  Benedict  reported  that  Rawls 
is  one  of  many  licensed  ministers  who  are  working  toward  this  diploma  through  an 
assodational  training  program  for  all  newly  licensed  ministers  in  Lamar  Association. 


Moselle  Memorial  Church,  Jones  County,  held  ground  breaking  ceremonies 
recently.  The  new  facility  will  be  48’  by  128’  educational  building.  Pictured  on  the 
front  row  is  the  building  committee,  (left  to  right)  Joe  Robinson,  Bobby  Thompson, 
John  Jones  Jr.  (chairman),  Med  Burris,  and  Garland  Eaves,  pastor. 


Highland  Church,  Vicksburg,  recently  held  a  GA  recognition  service  Receiving 
Pictured  is  part  of  the  crowd  who  participated  in  High  Attendance  Day  at  Tyler-  Mission  Adventure  badges  were  (front  row)  Michelle  Clark.  Alisa  Jones.  Amanda 
town  Church,  Oct.  28.  During  SurKfay  School,  many  members  signed  "Reach  5  Jones,  and  Kathy  Jones;  (secorra  row)  Mrs.  Judy  Wooley,  GA  director;  Amanda 
in  ’85"  Pereorurt  Commitment  Cards.  W.  C.  Burch,  Sunday  School  director  and  Bartis  Richardson,  Amy  Hanks,  and  Mrs.  Jackie  Richardson,  QA  leader;  G.  Ray  Ming. 
Harper,  pastor.  pastor. 


Liberty,  Rankin  County,  Baptist 
women  made  25  "Love  Kits"  and 
have  given  them  to  the  abused  shelter 
in  Jackson.  Plans  are  being  made  for 
more  mission  projects  before  the  year 
ends  such  as :  a  canned  food  drive  for 
the' Rankin  County  Child  Abuse 
Shelter  and  also  a  collection  of 
“Sweets”  for  the  elderly  who  live  at 
Croesgates  Nursing  Home. 

A  group  from  Cherry  Park  Church, 
Clinton,  took  a  trip  to  the  New  Orleans 
World’s  Fair,  Oct.  20.  The  church  had 
been  preparing  for  the  trip  over  a 
period  of  several  months  with  fund¬ 
raising  activities.  Hollis  Alderman, 
pastor. 

Parkway  Church,  Natchei,  over¬ 
subscribed  its  record  1985  budget  of 
$487,049  for  the  ninth  consecutive 
year.  Homer  King,  director  of  the 
Church’s  Forward  Program  of 
Church  Finance  for  this  year,  made 
the  announcement  to  the  congrega¬ 
tion  Sunday  morning,  Nov.  4,  Victory 
Day. 

’Hiere  were  a  record  579  commit¬ 
ment  cards  returned,  with  a  total  of 
$488,810.  Highlights  included  a 
church-wide  fellowship  dinner  with 
Bill  ’Thom  as  guest  speaker,  and  the 
children’s  party  for  ages  4-8.  Over  700 
attended  these  two  events.  Serving  as 
committee  chairpersons  for  the 
1984-85  Forward  Program  were 
Charles  Cox,  Mrs.  Len  ’Tinnell,  Greg 
Hudspeth,  Mrs.  Irene  Loflin,  Mrs. 
Barnett  Grammill,  James 
Waycaster,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Rabb,  Mrs.  Bill 
Campbell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeff 
Burkhalter,'ahd  Mi^  4' Mrs.  Johnny 
Jones."*'^- 


First  Church,  Okolona,  rededicated  its  church  buildings,  Oct.  28.  The  church 
recently  built  a  two-story  educational  facility  to  add  Sur>day  School  space  and  a 
fellowship  hall,  which  was  completed  in  1982  at  a  cost  of  $^2,550.00.  In  October 
of  1963  the  church  voted  to  renovate  the  auditorium  and  other  educational  space 
and  was  completed  in  September  1984  at  a  cost  of  $220,905.00.  The  church  con¬ 
ducted  two  Church  Building  Fund  Campaigru  with  the  aid  of  the  Stewardship  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  The  church  raised  $603,455.00  above 
its  budget  during  that  period  of  time.  John  Herrod,  chairman  of  the  finance  commit¬ 
tee,  announced  at  the  rededication  service  that  the  church  was  debt  free.  Pictured 
are  Skeet  Ellis  (far  left),  building  contractor,  presenting  the  keys  to  George  Carter 
(center),  chairman  of  the  building  committee,  and  Roy  McHenry,  pastor. 


Wildwood  Church,  Clinton, 
celebrated  its  tenth  anniversary  on 
Sunday,  Nov.  18.  Several  guests  who 
had  a  part  in  the  formation  of  the  ear¬ 
ly  church  took  part  in  the  service. 
Fred  Womack  h^  been  pastor  of  the 
church  for  over  nine  years  of  the 
church’s  ten  year  history.  Womack 
says,  "Great  ^dness  and  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  well  up  within  my  heart  as  I 
reflect  upon  all  the  wonderful  things 
that  our  Lord  has  done  over  these  past 
ten  years.”  Following  the  service  an 
anniversary  cake  was  cut  and  serv¬ 
ed  in  Fellowship  hall. 

Corinth  Church  (Jasper): 
Tltanksgiving  Harvest  Supper;  Wed. 
night,  Nov.  21st;  Edd  Holloman, 
pastor. 

Concord  Church  (Tippah) 
Booneville,  Rt'  3, 100th  birthday  with 
a  centennial  celebration  on  Sun.,  Nov 
25.  Many  activities  for  the  day  are 
planned  plus  a  taped  message  of  Joe 
Crawford  ( who  would  be  having  his 
100th  birthday),  former  pastor  for  30 
years.  A  noon  lunch  will  be  served  in  • 
Fellowship  Hall.  A  Crawford 
Memorial  Prayer  Chapel  will  be 
dedicated  in  the  afternoon.  ’The  ac¬ 
tivities  begins  at  10;  30. 
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Sunday  School  launches  final 
year  of  8.5  by  ’85  emphasis 


The  Sunday  School  Department  has 
launched  its  “Reach  5  in  ’8R”  forthe 
final  year  of  the  8.5  by  ’85  emphasis. 
8.5  by  ’85  is  the  SBC-wide  goal  of  8.5 
million  persons  enrolled  in  Sunday 
School  by  Sept.  30, 1965.  “Reach  5  in 
’85’’  is  a  promotional  emphasis 
designed  to  invcrfve  Sunday  School 
leaders  at  all  levels  to  set  enrollment 
and  outreach  goals,”  states  Keith 
Wilkinson,  Sunday  Schocri  Depart¬ 
ment  DirectOT. 

For  example,  he  noted.  Reach  5  in 
’85  can  mean  the  following: 

For  an  individual 

•  Enrolling  flve  persons  in  Sunday 

School  during  1964-85  * 

•  Making  Five  evangelistic  visits  per 


week,  month,  or  quarter 

•  Making  visits  to  five  prospects  per 
wedc,  month,  or  quarter 

•  Ministering  to  five  homebound  per¬ 
sons  pa*  month 

For  a  class 

•  Enrolling  five  persons  in  Sunday 
School  diffing  1964-65 

•  Enrolling  five  persons  per  quarter 

•  Committing  flve  members  to  nuike 
evangelistic  visits  each  week, 
month,  or  quarter 

•  Conunitting  flve  members  to  make 
personal  visits  to  prospects  and 
absentees  each  we^,  month,  or 
quarter 

For  a  department 

•  Enrolling  five  persons  during 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 


1984-85 

•  Enrolling  flve  persons  per  week, 
month,  or  quarter 

•  Making  flve  evangelistic  visits  per 
week,  month,  or  quarter 

•  Making  personal  visits  to  flve  pro- 
specte  or  absentees  each  wedt 

For  a  church 

•  Enrolling  flve  persons  per  week, 
month,  or  quarter 

•  Starting  flve  new  teaching  units  in 
1964-65 

•  Starting  five  new  Bible  study 
groups  outside  the  present  Sunday 
School  in  1964-85 

“I  believe  Reach  5  in  ’85  can  pro¬ 
vide  the  handle  pastors  and  Sunday 

Scbod  directOTS  need  to  challenge 

their  people  to  get  involved  in  Sunday 

Schod  growth,”  concludes  Wilkinson. 

“We  have  a  great  challenge.  We  must 


Standing  in  area  where  Temple  Church,  Hattiesburg,  will  cortstruct  a  new  addi¬ 
tion  are,  from  left  to  right,  M.  L.  Trussell,  Building  Committee  chairman;  Harry  L. 
Lucenay,  pastor;  and  Lynn  McMahan,  capital  stewardship  campaign  director. 

Temple  pledges  over  million 
for  construction  project 


Nov.  28-30  MasterLife  Workshop;  Baptist  Building;  6  p.m.,  26th-Noon,  30th  revitalize  our  Sunday  Schools  to  jhx>- 
(CT)  duce  the  kind  of  effort  that  results  in 

Nov.  27  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  Meeting;  Baptist  Building;  people  being  reached,”  he  said. 

10  a.m.  The  state  enrollment  goal  for 

1984-85  is  a  net  increase  of  20,000. 

Reach  5  in  ’85  promotional  siqtplies 

^  are  available  from  the  Baptist  Book 

Stores. 

^  “'I'hink  what  would  happcm  if  ev^ 

Sunday  School  leader,  including 
every  pastor,  made  a  conunitment  to 
enroll  flve  in  Sunday  School  this 
year,”  speculates  Wilkinson.  “We 
would  see  our  greatest  growth  in  30 
years  —  since  “A  Million  m<M%  in 


Hymn  festival 
to  feature  Manz 
and  MC  choirs 


‘The  American  Guild  of  Organists  is 
spcmsoring  a  hymn  festival  by  the 
world-renowned  Paul  Manz,  to  be 
presented  on  Friday,  Nov.  30,  at  8 
p.m.  at  Covenant  Presbyterian 
Church.  This  hymn  festival  will 
feature  the  Mississippi  College  Con¬ 
cert  and  Cantata  leading  in  the 
singing  of  many  great  hymns  of  the 
church. 

On  Saturday,  Dec.  1,  at  10  a.m., 
Manz  will  conduct  a  workshop  on 
hymn  improvisation  at  Recital  Hall, 
Academic  Complex,  Millsaps  College. 
The  Guild  will  receive  an  offering  at 
the  festival  and  there  will  be  a  charge 
of  $5.00  for  adults  and  $3.00  for 
students  at  the  workshop.  Interested 
persons  may  contact  Boyd  Shaw, 
366-8939. 


Mississippi  Convention  adopts  eight  resolutions 


Appreciation 

WHEREIAS,  The  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Conveotioii  having  met  for  the 
149th  time,  and  having  reaffirmed  its 
essential  commitment  to  the  Lordship 
of  Jesus  Christ, 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLV¬ 
ED,  That  we  express  grateful 
apin«ciation; 

1.  To  our  God  for  His  abundant 
blessings; 

2.  To  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Jackson,  Mississippi,  to  the  pastor. 
Dr.  Earl  Craig,  Jr.,  and  to  tlw 
superlative  staff  for  once  again  pro¬ 
viding  gracious  hospitality  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  family  of 
Mississippi; 

3.  To  1^.  Charles  Pickering  for  his 
unselfish  giving  oi  time,  for  his 
availability,and  for  his  reasoned 
counsel  throughout  the  year,  for  his 
judicious  manner  in  presiding  over 
the  Convention,  and  for  his  Christian 
spirit  examined  through  his  level  of 
commitment  to  Christ  and  his 
denomination; 

4.  To  those  responsible  for  arrang¬ 
ing  the  program  and  securing  the 
outstanding  program  personalities 
who  have  enriched  and  blessed  the 
messengers  and  visitors  to  the  Con¬ 
vention;  and 

5.  To  Dr.  E^l  Kelly  and  the  State 
Ckmvention  staff  for  their  continuing 
capable  leadership  given  to  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptists. 

Appreciation  of 
convention  leadership 

Recognizing  the  great  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  President  Charles  Stanley 
and  other  offlcers  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Conventicm,  agency  heads  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
Presidoit  Charles  Pickering  and  the 
other  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  Dr.  E^l  Kelly,  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  and  the  heads  of  the  other 
boards,  commissions,  and  agencies  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 
and  realizing  the  tremendous 
pressures  emcumbent  upon  these 
significant  leaders,  be  it  reeved  that 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
meeting  in  its  annual  session  in 
Jackson,  Mississippi,  on  November 
12-14,1964,  express  Christian  love  and 
concern  for  the  leaders  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and 
pray  for  them  as  they  carry  out  their 
heavy  responsibilities  of  ^dcrship. 

Appreciation  of  work  of 
the  Christian  Action 
Commission 

WHEREAS,  Mississippi  Baptists 
have  historically  held  a  biblical  view 
oi  the  sanctity  oi  human  life;  and 

WHEREAS,  Abortion  is  a  very 
serious  moral  and  spiritual  problem 
of  continuing  concern  to  the  American 
people;  and 

WHEREAS,  Christians  have  a 
responsibility  to  deal  with  all  moral 
and  spiritual  issues  which  affect 
society,,  including  the  problems  of 
abortion;  and 

WHEREIAS,  The  practice  of  abor¬ 
tion,  except  in  cases  of  rape,  incest, 
or  to  save  the  life  of  the  mothv,  wan¬ 
tonly  destroys  human  life,  dulls  our 
socMy’s  moral  aenaitlvity,  and  leads 


to  cheapening  of  all  huihan  life; 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  we  exiM'ess  our  deep  apprecia¬ 
tion  to  the  Christian  Action  Conunis- 
sion  for  the  assistance  given  to  the 
churches  and  associations  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in 
their  attempt  to  address  this  issue; 
and  H 

BE  IT  FINALLY  RESOLVED, 
That  we  ask  the  Christian  Action 
Commission  to  continue  its  good  work 
of  assistance  to  the  churches  oi  the 
convention. 

Opposing  a  state  lottery 

WHEREAS,  A  campaign  effort  is 
being  made  in  the  State  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  to  popularize  a  state-wide  lottery, 
and 

WHEREIAS,  there  are  some  people 
who  believe  that  legalized  parimuhiel 
gambling  is  the  hope  for  their  area’s 
high  unemployment  among  the  poor 
and  unskilled;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  idea  of  a  state  lot¬ 
tery  is  being  presented  to  the  people 
as  a  means  of  significantly  easing  the 
state’s  financial  sbrntfall,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  proponents  of  a 
state  lottery  dioose  to  ignore  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  other  states  that  have 
state  lotteries,  namely  that  (1)  new 
revenue  raised  by  such  lotteries 
average  only  one  to  two  percent  of 
total  state  revenues  and,  therefore, 
cannot  be  expected  to  significantly 
'  ease  Mississipf^’s  finaocial  protrfems, 
and  (2)  new  revenues  creat^  by  such 
lotteries  are  more  than  offset  by  the 
costs  of  additional  police  and  welfare 
program  costs  the  lotteries  create, 
and  (3)  the  cost  to  establish,  main¬ 
tain,  and  fund  such  a  lottery 
represents  a  new  and  regressive  tax 
on  those  tax-payers  least  able  to  af¬ 
ford  it; 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLV¬ 
ED,  That  we  encourage  the  Southern 
Baptist  churches  in  Mississippi  to 
formally  oppose  the  establishment  of 
a  state  lott^  in  Mississippi  on  the 
grounds  that  it  is  morally  unaccep¬ 
table,  economically  impractical,  and 
fiscally  irresponsible  to  the  best  in¬ 
terest  of  the  people  of  Mississippi,  and 

BE  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That 
we  ask  the  Christian  Action  Conunis- 
sion  to  continue  a  concerted  effort  to 
educate  Southern  Baptists  in 
Mississippi  to  the  dangers  inherent  in 
a  state  lottery,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED, 
That  we  encourage  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  to  stand  united  as  citizens  and 
voters  in  their  opposition  to  a  state  lot¬ 
tery,  and 

BE  IT  FINALLY  RESOLVED, 
That  we  support  government  leaders 
who  stand  with  us  in  opposition  to  a 
state  lottery  and  commend  them  for 
their  moral  courage  and  fiscal 
responsibility. 

Pari-mutuel  gambling 

WHEREIAS,  there  are  current  pro¬ 
posals  being  made  to  legalize 
parimutuel  gambling  as  a  means  of 
raising  public  revenues  in  the  state  of 
Mississippi;  and 

WHEl^AS,  through  pari-mutuel 
gambling  our  government  would  be  in 
a  calculated  and  concerted  eHort  to 
exploit  human  weakness;  and 

WHEREIAS,  pari-mutuel  gambling 
would  put  all  of  us  as  citizens  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  being  legally  involved  in 


something  that  is  moraUy  wrong;  and 

WHEIREIAS,  gambling  destroys  not 
only  the  gambler  himself  but  harms 
innocent  members  of  his  family  as 
well;  and 

WHEREAS,  gambling  exploits  the 
poor,  increases  crime,  and  en¬ 
courages  the  corruption  of  public 
officials; 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLV- 
EID,  that  we  make  clear  our  opposi¬ 
tion  to  pari-mutuel  gambling,  viewing 
it  as  a  danger  to  the  economic  and 
moral  Hber  of  our  state,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED, 
that  we  encourage  our  churches  to 
utilize  their  educational  organizations 
to  aggressively  educate  our  pec^le  to 
the  dangers  and  evils  of  pari-mutuel 
gambling,  and 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  we  urge 
all  Mississippi  Baptists  to  oppose 
vigorously  any  attempts  by  the  state 
to  utilize  pari-mutuel  gambling  as  a 
means  of  raising  state  revenues ;  and 

BE  IT  FINALLY  RESOLVED,  that 
we  express  our  appreciation  and  sup¬ 
port  of  those  leacters  in  government 
who  oppose  pari-mutuel  gambling 
and  make  every  eff<»t  to  serve  the 
people  through  good  government. 

Raising  the  legal  drinking 
age  to  21 

WHEREIAS,  alcohol  continues  to  be 
the  number  one  drug  of  abuse  by  all 
segments  of  society,  and 

WHEREIAS,  teenagers  are  increas¬ 
ingly  turning  to  alcohol  as  their 
number  one  drug,  resulting  in  an  in¬ 
crease  of  alcoholism  before  the  age  of 
thirty,  and 

WHEREIAS,  the  alcohol  beverage 
vested  interests  constantly  press  for 
the  increased  consumption,  disre¬ 
garding  the  havoc  in  health,  destruc¬ 
tion  of  human  life  and  property,  and 
the  economic  cost  and  financial 
burden  placed  upon  the  state  by  those 
who  consume  alcobolic  beverages, 
and 

WHEREAS,  the  legal  drinking  age 
in  many  states  has  been  restored 
from  the  age  of  18  to  the  age  of  21  by 
the  state  l^islature  for  the  consump¬ 
tion  <rf  all  beer,  wine,  and  liquors; 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED 
that  once  again  we  afiinn  our  position 
as  opposing  any  use  of  alcohol  as  a 
beverage,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED 
That  we  oppose  the  advertising  of  any 


kind  of  alcohol  beverage  on  television 
or  radio,  in  newspapers  or  any  media, 
and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  HALVED 
that  we  continue  to  educate  our  youth 
and  others  to  harmful  effects  oi 
alcohol  and  other  drug  abuse,  and 
BE  IT  FINALLY  RESOLVED  that 
we  call  upon  the  1985  Mississippi 
Legislature  to  pass  necess^  legisla¬ 
tion  to  raise  the  legal  drinidng  age  for 
all  alcoholic  beverages  from  18  to  21. 
We  further  encourage  each  church  to 
communicate  to  its  legislative 
delegate  their  concern  about  the  sup¬ 
port  for  such  legislation. 

Public  education 

The  Resolution  Ccunmittee  recom¬ 
mends  that  the  1964  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Ckmvention  reaffirm  the  action 
taken  during  the  1963  Convention  on 
public  education: 

WHEREAS,  Mississippi  Baptists 
historically  have  been  strong  sup¬ 
porters  of  public  education;  and 
WHEREAS,  Mississippi  Baptists 
have  been  deeply  committed  to  the 
right  of  all  children  to  achieve  their 
God-given  potential;  and 
WHEREAS,  Our  public  school 
system  is  now  facing  its  most  serious 
crisis  in  history  due  to  the  complex 
issues  of  communicating  moral 
values,  financing,  family  breakdown, 
discipline,  the  “back  to  basics’’  move¬ 
ment,  racial  desegregation,  and 
church-state  problems;  and 
WHEREAS,  Many  Baptists  occupy 
administrative  and  teaching  positions 
in  the  public  school  system;*^ 
THEREFORE,  BE  IT  WGSOLV- 
EID,  That  Mississippi  Baptists  be  urg¬ 
ed  to  pray  regularly  .ter  those 
teachers  and  administrators  who 
work  faithfully  in  the  public  school 
system;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED, 
That  while  recognizing  the  validity  of 
the  ministry  of  diurch-related  private 
schools,  Mississippi  Baptists  be  urg¬ 
ed  to  become  more  involved  in  shap¬ 
ing  and  supporting  public  schools, 
participating  responsibly  wherever 
possible  in  the  local  school  and  in  the 
decision-making  bodies  which  deter¬ 
mine  the  course  of  public  education ; 
and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED, 
That  we  hereby  commit  ourselves  to 
help  achieve  quality  education  for 
every  child  in  this  state. 


Clark  Hensley,  right,  examines  the  plaque  he  received  from  the  Christian  Action 
Commission  with  the  announcement  at  the  convention  that  he  had  been  named  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  emeritus  of  the  commission.  Commission  chairman  Ramon  Leake, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Picayune,  is  at  left;  and  J.  C.  Renfroa,  second  vice-president 
of  the  convention  is  at  center. 


SBC  Agencies 

WHEREAS,  The  scripture  com- 
^mands  us  to  “Go  ye  thei^ore,  and 
teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them . . . 
Teaching  them  to  o^rve  all  things 
. . .’’  (Matthew  28:19-20)  and, 
WISIREIAS,  The  Constitution  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  states, 
“It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Convention 
to  provide  a  general  organization  for 
Baptists  in  the  United  States  and  its 
territories  for  the  promotion  of  Chris¬ 
tian  missions  at  home  and  abroad  and 
any  other  objects  such  as  Christian 
education,  benevolent  enterprises, 
and  social  services  which  it  may 
deem  proper  and  advisable  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,’’ 
(Article  2);  and,  ' 

WHEREAS,  The  growth  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  can  be  attributed  largely  to 
carrying  out  Christ’s  command  and 
the  mandate  of  the  Constitution,  aqd, 
WHEREAS,  The  Convention  is  now 
embarked  on  the  challenging  pro¬ 
gram  of  Bold  Mission  Thrust,  seeking 
to  provide  every  person  in  the  wwld 
an  opportunity  to  hear  the  (tespel 
before  the  «id  of  this  century;  and, 
WHEREAS,  The  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  carries  out  its  programs, 
including  Bold  Mission  Thrust, 
throughout  various  agencies  which 
have  been  established,  as  needed, 
from  time  to  time;  and, 

WHEREAS,  the  strengthening  of 
the  agencies  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  will  hasten  the  day  when 
the  Great  Commission  can  be  attain¬ 
ed  and  the  goals  of  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  reached. 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT 
RESOLVED  THAT  the  Missiasi^ 
Baptist  Convention  in  Annual  Session 
at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  on  November 
14, 1964,  request  aU  its  member  chur¬ 
ches  to: 

(1)  infiHin  church  membere  of  the 
various  agencies  of  the  Souths  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  and  their  functions 
within  the  Convention; 

(2)  commend  the  agencies  for  their 
commitment  to  evangelism  and  mis¬ 
sions  and  their  leadership  in  equip¬ 
ping  the  churches  to  fulfill  the  Great 
Commissions; 

(3)  develop  a  systematic  and 
scheduled  program  of  prayer  for  the 
agencies  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  their  trustees,  and  their 
employees; 

(4)  support  the  various  agencies 
through  communication,  suggestions, 
comments,  and  encouragement; 

(5)  offer  constructive  suggestions  in 
a  Christian  manner;  and 

(6)  support  the  agencies  through  in¬ 
creasing  Cooperative  Program  gifts 
and  special  mission  offerings  in  a 
worthy  manner; 

AND  BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLV¬ 
ED  That  we  demonstrate  the  purpose 
of  the  Cooperative  Program  by  ex¬ 
hibiting  a  cooperative  spirit  at  all 
levels  of  denominational  life;  and  that 
as  Christians  we  desist  from  general 
accusations,  name-calling,  and  un¬ 
supported  condemnation,  yet  retain¬ 
ing  the  freedom  of  individual  expres¬ 
sion  based  on  biblical  teaching  and 
supportable  facts;  and 
THAT  we  seek  to  conduct  ourselves 
as  peacemakers  at  all  time  in  such  a 
fashion  as  to  claim  the  blessing  of  the 
seventh  beatitude;  "Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers:  for  they  shaU  be  call¬ 
ed  the  children  of  God’’  (Matthew 
5:9). 


